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TWO DISSERTATIONS, 

UPON T H B 

MINT and COINS, 

OF THE 

"EPISCOPAL-PALATINES of DURHAM. 

' I. IN which is endeavoured to be afcertained, the time when, and upon what oc- 
cafion, they were privileged with a Mint. 

II. ALL the coins of the biihops of this fee, from the reign of king Edward L 
down to king Henry VIII. both inclufive, placed to the prelates by whofe authority 
they were ftruck ; by which it will appear that we have almoft a complcat feries of 
their money, for near three centuries ; with a fucceffion of the biihops during that 
time, and fome of the principal occurrences of their lives. 

WITH AN APPENDIX: 

CONTAINING, 

Writs, Patents, Licences, Appointments Sec. relating to the fame, many of which are taken 
from the clofe rolls of the chancery of Durham. 

TO WHICH IS ADDED, 

An account of feveral hundred Englifh, Scotch, Iriih and Brabantine coins, difcovered near 
Thrapilone, in Northamptonfliire, in the year, 1778. 

ILLUSTRATED WITH PLATES OF COINS, COATS OF ARMS, See. 
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T 1 H E appearance of the following fheets may be thought 
to require an apology, as feveral of our learned an- 
tiquaries are better able to invefligate the fubjed, than 
the editor of them. 

Full and accurate accounts of all the prelatical coins 
of this kingdom, are dill amongft the defiderata of the 
curious ; the fuggeftions of Mr. Pegge, and Mr. Bartlet, 
gave encouragement to attempt this part of our me* 
dallic ftudy, and the very valuable materials communi- 
cated by Mr. George Allan, of Darlington (whofe aflift- 
ance and encouragement to this work demands the warm- 
eft acknowledgments) induces the author to hope that this 
his firft eflay, will not be thought unworthy the attention 
of the public : if it in the leaft contributes to the amufe- 
ment of the curious antiquary, by throwing any further 
light upon this part of the Englifli hiitory, his aim will 
be fully accompliihed. 
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DISSERTATION I. 



In which is endeavoured to be ascertained when, and upon what occafion, 
the Epifcofal- Palatines of Durham, were permitted to have a Mint, 
and to coin their own Money. 

THE bifhops of Durham, amongfl their other exten- 
five, and valuable privileges (0), enjoyed the right 
of a Mint, and of Coining their own Money; which 
was continued to them for feveral centuries To difcover 
when they became poffefTed of this right, it will be necef- 

(a) They were fo independent in their palatinate, that it was formerly a maxim, 
that they had as large a power in their bifhoptic as the king had out of it*— -Magna 
Britannia, vol* ii. p. 6x4. 

B fary 
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fary to take a fhort view of the ftate of the prelat ical Mints, 
from the time of the Anglo-Saxons, down to the reign of 
Edward the firft, after the Conqueft; when we meet with 
coins, which we know from fome peculiar marks, were 
certainly ftruck by the bifhops of Durham, 

It is certain that fome of our prelates had one or more 
Mints, during the Anglo-Saxon government, and that 
they had even prefumed to copy the royal manner, ex- 
hibiting their effigies upon their money, until king Athel- 
ftan obliged them to ufe a more fuitable mode (a). 

Under this reftri&ion, the primates of Canterbury, and 
York, together with feveial of the inferior ecclefiaftics y viz. 
the Abbot of St. Augufline, in Canterbury, St. Edmundf- 
bury, and probably others, exercifed this right,, at lead fome 
of them, down to the Norman conqueft (b). 

That memorable event occafioned very great alterations, 
both in the gpvernraent and cuflorns of the nation ; though 
but little with regard to the Mints and the coining; of mo- 

(a) Mr. Pegge's Eflay on the Origine of the Metropolitical and other fubordi- 
nate Mints, &c by which we are informed, that there were at that time, viz. in 
the reign of king Athelftan, only four private Mints* which were thofe of the 
archbiflxops of Canterbury and of York, the bilhop of Rochefter, aud the abbot of 
St. Augufline, in Canterbury; all of whom, except the archbilhops of York, loft 
this privilege in the reign of king Etheidred the fecond, but it was foon afterwards 
reftored to them. 

ip) The fame. 

ney, 



ney, as WilKam adopted our manner of Coinage, which 
was probably foperior to that of Normandy, for he per- 
mitted thofe towns to have the fame Mint, they enjoy- 
ed fn the Anglo-Saxon times, and even employed the fame 
Mincers as Edward the ConfefTor, and Harold the fecond. 
This will appear evident by comparing the types, the names 
of the places of Coinage, and thofe of the Mint- mailers 
upon his money, with theirs. 

• 

We may therefore fuppofe that the private Mints were 
not deprived of their rights by him, but were only pre- 
vented frorA having ally peculiar device of their own (a), 
and obliged to receive dyes of the fame type with thofe 
itfed in the royal Mints, from the king's officer in Lon- 
don, who had an exclufive right of making the ftamps, 
and for which thefe private Mints paid a certain fum an- 
nually, in the fame manner, as the Anglo-Saxon kings (b) 
were paid by thofe places, that were privileged with 
Mints under their government. 

(n) Mr. Peggc imagines, that the SanSi Petri Montla, and the St. Martin's Pen- 
nies coined at Lincoln, wer* (truck as late as the reign of Edward the Confeflbr ; if 
fo (and it feems to be the fad) the Conqueror will probably be found the abolifher 
of the above cuftom; as from the fliort reign of king Harold the fecond, we cannot 
fiippofe that hemacte any great arlfefations in the Mints.- — Mr; Pegge's Eflay on 
the Origine of the Metropolitical and fubordinate Mints, 8cc. 



(b) Mr. Pegge, fame work, p* 88, 89, and 90. 
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In this ftate, probably, the prelatical, and other char- 
tered Mints continued, during the reigns of William the 
firft, and his fucceflbrs, William the fecond, and Henry 
the firft ; as we are certain, that as low as the .fixteenth 
year of king Stephen'* reign, the abbot of St. Auguftine 
in Canterbury, was poffeffed of a Mint; for Mr, Leake in- 
forms us that ' the Abbot of St. Augufiine % in Canterbury in 
4 Right of his Abbatie, had Quneum Monet<z x Allowance of 
4 Mintage and Coinage of Money, by the Grant of King 
4 Athelflane, which continued until the Time of King Ste- 
4 phen, and then was utterly loft. Silvefler* the forty-fifth 
* Abbot, who died Anno 1 161 (a), being the laft Abbot tha$ 
4 enjpyed it/ At his death, Stephen feized the temporali- 
ties of that abbey* but when he returned them to his fuc- 
ceffor* he retained the Mint in his own hands [b). The 
money iffued from this Mint, we are very certain did not 
vary in type from the money coined in the royal ones* 

When Stephen ufurped the crown* he was obliged to 
indulge his encroaching fubje&s, with many parts of his 
prerogative, to prevent their revolting; the principal of 
which, was that of coining their own money; a privilege, 

{a) Mr. Leake is miftakett in the year* He died an. 1 151. —--Mr. Pegge* Gune 
work, p. 80. 

(fr) Mr. Leake's Hiftorical Accouafc of EnglHh Money, p. 50. 

at 
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at once difgraceful to himfelf and injurious to his king- 
dom (a). 

The Bifftop* of Durham, neither before the Nbrmate 
Conqueft, nor afterwards, until the reign of king Stephen 
had any Mint that we know of; nor docs it appear that 
any money whatever, was coined in this* city till that pe- 
riod (b) : We may however conclude, that the epifcopal 
Mint at Durham had its commencement in the reign of 
that king, but whether by grant or ufurpation is not cer- 
tain ; but probably the former, as Galfrid or Geoffrey R*i* 
fus bifhop of this See ; a perfon of great confeqiieoce in* 
the (late efpoufed Stephen's caufe and rendered him ma- 
ny important fervices (c) ; for which, he might receiver 

(a) Stow,, from Roger de Hovedrn, a cotemporary authoT, p. 147.. 

(b) Durham does not appear as a- place of coinage, upon any of the Anglo-Saion 
money, in Sir Andrew Fountaine's plates; upon the pennies of king Canute, lately 
difcovered and published by Mr. Gougb; upon any of the fovereign type of king 
Edward the Confeflbr, thofe of king Harold the fecond, nor upon the canopy pen- 
nies of king William the Conqueror, found near St. Mary Hill Church, in Lon- 
don, and given in the iv. vol. of the Archaeologia, communicated by the Rev. D*. 
Griffith ; nor in Mr. Snelling's View of the Silver Coinage of England, until the 
reign of king Henry the third. 

(c) Galfrid had been chancellor of England in the reign of king Henry the firft; 
He was confecrated Odober the fixth, an. 11*8 ; and in an. 1139, he defeated Da- 
vid king of Scotland He was appointed general by Thurftou, archbUhopof Yorjp, 
king Stephen's lieutenant in the North ; the primate by illne& being incapable of 
comcnanding the army. He died May the fixth in the following year. 

of 
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of that King a grant for a Mint, and this it is prefumcd 
was the fa&, for after his death, when this fee was vacant, 
< Emericus arch-deacon of Durham, and Philip de Vlecote, 
the Cuftodes of the Bifhoprick, Accounted to the King for 
xviii/. xi de prqficuo Cuneorum(a)* 

When king Stephen, and Henry prince of Anjou, after- 
wards our king Henry the fecond, in an. 1153, came to 
a compromise, it was agreed, l That the king (Stephen) 
■* fhould be reinftated in all the regalities, ufurped in all 
4 different parts by his nobles:'(6) by which, no doubt y was 
particularly meant the coining of money. It is obfervable 
that there is nothing here faid of the ecclefiaftics, many 
of whom were equally culpable ; probably Henry was fear- 
ful of offending them, as they had been his warmeft parti- 

(a) Madox Hift. Exchequer, quarto, ift vol. 303, Sec. 

(&) Probably this was at tbc defire of Prince Henry, as he feems early to have 
directed his attention to the purity and elegance of his money ; for when he came 
over to England in an. 1149, he brooght*a minter with him, who excelled in the 
art of coining, and whofe money was fuperior to any before that time ; this coinage 
was called the duke's money. Henry then faw with concern the ufurpations of the 
nobles, and prelates,. particularly in coining their own money, and did all in his 
power to check it. After this agreement, Stephen and Henry's effigies appear to- 
' gether upon the Engliib money* as Stephen and his Ton Euftace's did before ; thefe 
types probably were copied from the coins of the eaftern emperors. Vide Stow 
from Hoveden, p. 146, and 147. 

zans 
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zaas, and k we&ld have tetin difficult to have ftfttlfed thtif 
*efpc6tiva claitea, as feme of them had bcfo*e Stephen's 
reigft pdfeffad a Mint, and others that King permitted by 
grants to coin money as was the cafe probably with thefe 
Bifhops of Durham : it was therefore a delicate point to 
go upon, as ijt would have been difgraceful to Stephen to 
have annulled the grants he had given, but it was very dif- 
ferent with refped to the nobles, who could have no pre- 
tenfions to the right of coining money [a), 

This atrafe, however, does not appear to have been re- 
dreffed, not even of the nobles, during the reign of king 
Stephen ; but Henry the fecond, tvhen he acceded, put a 
flop to thefe encroachments of both barons and prelates ; 
he ftill, however permitted certain cities and abbeys* to have 
Mints ; but probably , thefe were fuch as Had that right 
prior to Stephens reign, as it is moft likely that by this 
regulation he placed the Mints in the fame ftate as they 

(a) The only coin, cither of the barons, or prelates, which wfe know of, is one of 
Hcmy, bilhop of Winchefter, brother to Stephen. On the obverfe, is the king's* 
effigy, with a crofier inftead of a fceptre, in his hand, and with his own name and ti* 
tie, and the king's upon the reverfe. Whether the money of the other bifhop* was 
any ways like this, it is impoffible to afcertain; Mr. Golebrooke gave a coin with 
the name of Rodbertus, to Robert, earl of Gloucefler ; but Mr. Fegge, who is uni- 
verfally allowed to be the moft ikilful of our antiquaries, has refuted* that gentle- 
man's arguments, and replaced it to Robert, duke of Normandy, fon of the Conque- 
ror; fo that nothing can be known of what type the coins of the nobles were. Vide 
Mr. Pegge on the name of Rodbertus.-— Archaeol. vol. v. p. 390, and the fubfe- 
quent pages. 

were 
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were in during the reign of his grandfather, king Henry 
the firft, and corifequently the bifhops of Durham would be 
difpoffefled of theirs ; for though Stephen might give them 
a charter for that purpofe, yet it would undoubtedly, be 
annulled by Henry, as given by a perfon not legally au- 
thorifed to grant fuch privilege. Mr. Leake's account of 
Henry's proceedings, with refpecl to the Mints, in the 
beginning of his reign, in fome meafure, confirms what has 
been faid above. * This King,' fays he, * feems to have 
1 been the firft, from the Conquejl, that made any confider- 

* able Regulations in Money Affairs. He fuppreffed the 
4 Mints which every Earl and Baron had in King Stephens 

* Time, altered the Coin which was corrupted by Counter- 

* feiters, by the Traporites or Ufurers, who were grievoufly 

* puniihed. He alfo granted Liberty of coining to certain 
4 Cities and Abbies, allowing them one Staple, and two 

* Punchions at a Rate, with certain Redactions (a)\ 

Tbefe charter Mints remained upon this footing no 
doubt, during his reign ; but we are certain that in that of 
bis fucceflbr Richard the firft, the epifcopal Mint of Dur- 
ham was revived ; for Stow from Hoveden writes, that in 
the year 1196, 4 King Richard granted licence unto Philip 

* his Chaplaine, late made Bifiiop of Durham (i), to coyne 

(a) Mr. Leake's Historical Account of Englifh Money, p. 53. 

(b) He fncceeded bifiiop Pudfey, December 30, an. 1195, confecrated at Rome, . 
May 12, an. 1197, and died April 22, an. 1207, excommunicate for fiding with 
king John againft the pope. He was buried privately by laymen. 

* money 



[ 9 ] 

* Money in the City of Durham, which Liberty none of his 

* PredecefTors had enjoyed of long Time before/^.' This 
long time* will be found perhaps to be forty two years, viz.' 
from the death of king Stephen, to the eighth year of' 
king Richard the firft. The learned Mr. Pegge is of the 
fame opinion. Probably Richard, who was often great- 
ly diftreffed for money, received a gratuity for the renewal 
of this privilege, as he had for many others, granted by 
him to his nobles and prelates ; particularly to Philip s pre- 
decefTor, Pudfey (bj % who gave him one hundred and thir- 
teen pounds for the earldom of Northumberland, for life ; 
and that of Suthberg, to him and his fucceflbrs, the bi- . 
{hops of Durham, which they ftill enjoy. 

However though the bilhop and his fucceflbrs might 
coin money after this time, yet we are not to fuppofe that 
they, or any of the other bifliops who had the fame pow- 
ers (c) y affeded any peculiar diflin&ions upon their money, 
from that which was coined in the royal Mints; for Stow 
writes, that in the year, 15247, 'The Coin was fo fore clip- 

(a) Scow's Chronicle, p. 162. Mr. Pegge's work, quoted before, p. 84. 

(b) He was one of the moft ambitious prelates we know of. When king Richard 
created him an earl, he faid merrily, t Am not I cunning, and my craft's mafter, 

* that can make a young earl of an old bifhop.' It was faid of this bifhop that he 
was not erucifixus to him, but injixus in him. 

(*) Thefe were the archbifhops of Canterbury and York; the former tof whom 
was refiored to his rights by king Richard the firft; and thofe of the latter by king 
Henry the third. 

C • ped 
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' ped, that it was thought good to change the fame, and 

* to make it bafer. Whereupon damps were graven, of a 

* new incifion, or cut, and being fent to the Abbey of Bu- 

* ry, in Suffolke, to Canterbury, Divelen, and other Places, 
4 forbidding to ufe any other Stamp than was ufed in the 

* Exchange or Minte at London, all the old flamps were 

* called in [a).* This plainly evinces, that there was at that 
time, but one type ufed throughout the kingdom. 

It now only remains to fhew when, and for what reafons 
the prelates were permitted to ufe any peculiar marks to 
cKAinguifh their coins from the royal money. It mud be 
obferved, that though Henry the fecond permitted feveral 
cities and abbies to have one or more Mints, yet we find 
no peculiarities upon any money of his, nor can we fup- 
pofe that there were any upon thofe of king Richard the 
firft Or of king John (b), as there are none upon the mo- 
ney coined either at Canterbury, York, or Durham, in the 
reign of kingHenry the third; [c) though the prelates of thofe 

(a) Stow's Chronicle, from the record of Bury, p. 187. 

(b) We hate only a fingle fpeciroen of king Richard the firft, and none of king 
John's Edglifh money, though it is well known, that both thefe princes coined 
money in Durham, as well as in many other places ; the latter of whom by his 
writ patent, in the ninth year of his reign, commanded the Moniers Eflayers, and 
Cuflodes Cuneorum of Durham, with all the others in the kingdom to be at Weft- 
minfter, on a day there fixed to receive hit orders, fee. Vide Appendix letter A. 

t) Vide Appendix, letter B. 

fees 
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fees had at that time the right of a Mint ; particularly 
thofe of ihe lad place, as appears by a feizen, granted by 
that king in the twenty-feventh year of his reign, to bi(hop 
JKirkman, to coin money at Durham, as enjoyed by his 
predeceflbrs. We may therefore prefume that this cu- 
flom was introduced in the reign of king Edward the 
firft(a/, who was the reformer of our money, and who dif- 
ufed the cuflom of putting the name of the mint-mafter 
upon the reverfe of the money, which had been conti- 
nued for many centuries, and in its room fubftituted the 
word Villa or Civitas, but generally the latter. From 
hence, therefore, it might be found necefTary to permit 
fuch of the prelates, as enjoyed a Mint, to diftinguifh, by 
fome peculiar device, the epifcopal from the royal coins ; 
as otheTwife, it would have been impoflible to punifh the 
mint-mafters for any forgeries they might commit, from 
the difficulty there might have been in identifying, whe- 
ther fuch of them who debafed or counterfeited the money* 
were fervants to the king, or the bifhop, and by that mean 
leave an opening for -many frauds. This was the more 
necefTary, as there were royal and. epifcopal Mints, in the 

(a) This is 'farther confirmed by our having the rofe upon the reverfe of the 
penny of York ; the boar's head in one quarter of the reyetfe of the half-penny of 
Berwic ; and the efcallop (hell in the fame place upon the penny of Reading. Vide 
pi. iii, No. 1 8, publifhed by the Society of Antiquaries; Mr. Snelling's View of 
the Englifh coinage, pi. si, No, 4 ; and Mr, Bartlet in the 5th voL of the Archaeo- 
logia, p. 33 8 an d 339* 

C 2 city 
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city of Durham, as late at leaft, as the reign of king Ed- 
ward the third. 

This cuftom, however, was continued after the caufe 
had ceafed, for we have fome diftindions upon all the 
Durham money from that prince's reign, down to the a- 
bolition of their Mint ; the only probable reafon for this, 
is, the defire the epifcopal palatines had of acquainting 
pofterity, that they enjoyed this fovereign privilege, and 
this they have effe&ually done ; for though they could not 
in any great degree differ in their types from thofe ufed 
by their fovereign, yet, as they were permitted to have 
fome variations, the former bifhops have either placed 
their arms, or fome other inferior device upon their mo- 
ney ; and the latter have generally, the initial of one, or 
both the names of the prelates who caufed them to be 
(truck ; and fo very careful have they been of diftinguifh- 
ing their own money from that of their predeceffors, that 
we hope in the next differtation, to be enabled thereby, 
to fix the money of each bilhop to that prelate, by whofe 
authority it was fabricated. 



DISSERTATION 
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Allthi coins of fbe lifbops of this fee, from fbe reign oftSn^ TLctward ihe'jirft 9 
than tv ibertigt of king Henry the iigbib>b(tib imlujhe> plated to the pre* 
lates by whq/e authority they were Jiruck ; by which it appears y that we 
'have nttnofi & totrtplcat Jerits of heir money fbr heat three centuries ; <toitb 
*fM4efaH*f4k€*qkcf* imini that thru % mttf§m tf x the fmcipa*wfr*> 
meet -of tbtit Jims. ' 

IC *N-P Edward the fiift acceded an. JUI72W and died K. Edw. I. 
an. 1307. In his reign there was both a royal and i 872 .died 
palathwre Mmt fr* Dwham; the •perames ttthiedf h» the an ' I3 ° 7 * 
latter have fome little cTiftinclioris, which not only jpoln^ 
out that they were the bifhop's money, but likewife fix to 
which prelate they refpe&ively belonged. 

It 



t u y 

K. Edw. I. It* will be. neceffary~to ohferve, that the money of the 

acced. an. # ' . 

i«7«. died three" firft kings of the name -of Edward, after the cort- 
queft, is thus diftrngitfjggd ; the firfl has his name in the 
legends of his money \rfvvays edw. only; Edward the fe- 
cond's has edwa, cqwar, and edward; and Edward 
the third's, has generally edw ardus (a). 



••*. 



Bi/hop$ during 'thi hign cf Edward the firfl. 



DOI| £ RT- Stfchd, cleaed;amT i2$o,;and diedj Au- 
guft the fourteenth, an. 1274. 

, Robert de Inula, who died the twenty third, an., 1283 ; 
and was buried under a marble (tone, in the Chapter Houfe. 

, The former of thefe Prelates dying before the great 
coinage, an. 1279 (b) y when the legend of the reverfe of the 
Englifih money was altered, from having the Mint-ma Iters 
name, and Villa, or Civitas, was taken in its flead (cj, and 
bifliop Infula foon after, may account for our not having 

■ (a) Dr. Shaip, archbifliop of r York's manufcript account of EnglMh money ; • Mr%r 
Leaked Hi ftorical Account of.Englifh Money; and Mr, Snellings View of the Silver 
Coinage of England* 

(b) Stow's chronicle, p. too, a.nd?Qi. > f 

*. 

(c) Mr. Leake's Hift. Ace. of EnglHh Money, p. 80, and 81. 

1 any 
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any of their money ; at lead that we can diliijiguifh to be K - C ^ W 'J' 
fuch, for the reafon before given. 1272. died 

an. 1307. 

Anthony de Beak or Bek(tf), archdeacon of Durham, was 
the mod ambitious and powerful prelate of his time ; he 
was confecrated at York, where king Edward affifted at 
the ceremony; and befides his bifhopric, he was chofen pa- 
triarch of Jerufalem, by the Pope, and king Edward the 
firft conferred the government of the Ifle of Man upon 
him for life. He was in great favour with that monarch 
for fome time, who efpoufed his caufe , againft the arch- 
biftiopof York, by whom he had been excommunicated; for 
which that prince obliged the primate of York to pay four 
thoufand marks. The fame year king Edward difpatch- 
ed him to the emperor, as his ambaffador; in the year 
1298, he accompanied his fovereign into Scotland, at- 
tended by a very numerous retinuQ,_in which, were thir- 
ty two banners, (indeed he was ufually attended by one 
hundred and forty knights) f but towards the end of this 
reign he fell into difgrace, and the king (who perhaps 
regarded him as too powerful for a fubje&) deprived him, 
and his fuccefTors of many of their privileges, as well as 
of fome of their territories, particularly the caftle of Dur- 
ham. He furvived king Edward the firft, whom he had the 
honour to bury. The remainder of his life will be given 
in the reign of king Edward the fecond. 

(a) His name is fpelt alio Beck and Beek. 

There 
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*/n& are4W<Jc€i/' <z*ut rnw A&ntue* df- vt*Ao/i'^Afe€i#>. tsn>y. w&anstffA* GC.l 



^cccd^an T^crf- is no other money of this bifliop, or of any of his 

1272. died £ucce(Tors, but pennies ; the reafon of this is, that when the 
an. 1307, 1 

bi&<?p$ of this fee obtained the grant of a Mint, it was the 
<?nly fojftQf m^ney we had; the ^rchbifhops of Canterbury, 
and. York* for foaje time, coioed only the peony ; the ficft 
eeclefiaflicstl Mint that flruck any other fort of money than 
the penpy, was that of the abb©ts of Reading, who had a 
particular charter ior that purpofe, granted them by Jung 
Edward the third, in whofe reign we hjave the penny, the 

halfpenny, 
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halfpenny, and th^e farthing (a); it Teems very flrange that K. R*w. I. 
the prelates, particularly the metropolitans, fhouid not 19%.^! 
have had this privilege, as foon as the abbot? of Reading; aB * Ije7 " 
in procefs of time, however, half-groats and half-pence, 
were coined in the Mints of the archbishops of Canter- 
bury, and of York ; and the ambitious Wolfey, as primate 
"of York, was bold enough to coin groats. 

This prelate's money is diftinguifhed by having a crofs 
moline (which was his family arms) upon fame part of 
them : he was very oflentatious of his armorial bearings, 
as may be obferve4 by his great feal, in which it appears 
upon his upper robe, as well as on the left fide of the 
chair in the fame feal (6). 

No. l, is a penny of his, the legend on the obverfo is, 
idw. R. angl. dns. hyb; on the reverie it reads, pjvnMa 
dvreme ; and on both fides the crofs moline prec«d$9 the 
legend, in the fame place as the ro^t ra^rk afcerwafda 
was put. 

(a) Mr. Leake's Hift. Account of Englifh Money, page gx and 92, and Mr. Bart- 
let on the epifcopal coins of Durham, 8cc. v. vol, of the Archapologia, p. 33,8. The 
latter gentleman acquaints us, that the abbots of Reading had a grant from king 
Edward die firft to coin pennies, 

(&) The bifbops of Durham, for many centuries, have had their great feals almoft 
ut^a regal IHle ; on one fide they are represented in their epifcopal, and upon the 
other in their palatinate capacity ; the modern feals have their device taken from the 
great feal of England, at leaft the fecond fide is. 

D No. V 



il Edw. r. No. 2 f is the reverie of another of his pennies; the crof& 
i" 7 «. dkd moline appears in the fecond quarter, in the room of the 
m. 13a?. t k ree p e ii etS ; it reads alfo, civitas dvreme: both thefe 

forts it may be obferved, were coined during the reign of 

king Edward- the firft(a). 

k. Edw. H. King Edward the fecond, acceded an. 1307, and was de- 

acccd. an. 

1307. dcp. pofedarx. 1527 (b). 

an. 13*7. 

Bi/hvps.of Durham during his Reign. 

ANTHONY Beak, in this reign came again into- 
favour, and perhaps would have been reftored to 
all the honors, and pofleffions he had loft in that of the late 
monarch, had he lived longer ; but he furvived king Ed<- 
ward the firft only three years, dying at Eltham, on the- 
third of March, am 1310; or according to Godwin, March 
the twenty-eighth, in the- year following. By his will he de- 
fired that his body might be buried in the abbey church of 
Durham, which it accordingly was, under a large marble 
fione, between the altars of St. Helene and St. Michael 

(a) Bidop Beak probably loft his mint amongft the privileges tfa'at king Edward 
the firft* deprived him of, but it was reftored to him again in the reign of that king* 
for in 1293, 31ft of Edward the firft, & De Judicio Super Liberalibus Dunelm. in, 
4 Manum Regis Captis ad Nullato Placita Corum f Henry Crefflngham a pud Newoif- 
4 tie upon Tyne.. Anthony Beck, Bifhop of Durham, Habet Moneurium Suurn* 
4 apud Dunelm/ Rymer's Fcedra. vol. 8. p. 572. 

(b) It is certain that iathe reign* of king Edward the fecond tKefe was a royaT 
mint. Vide appendix, letter C. 

the 



the (<2) Archangel. He bequeathed to the king the caflle of k. Edw. il 
Somerton; and his manor of Eltham to the queen. He ^.'d- 
had many good qualities ; lived in a fuperb manner, and was an * *3* 7 ' 
magnificent in his buildings ; as were moft of his fucceflbrs. 
The greateft blemiih in his character, is his felling the 
caftle of Alnwick, to Henry Percy, which had been left to 
him by William de Vefcy, in truft for his natural fon. 




The money coined by this bifliop in the reign of king 
Edward the fecond, is diftinguifhcd by having the legend 
on the obyerie, edwa, edwar. or edward r. angl. dns. 
hyb. they have the crofsmoline placed before the legend ; on 
the reverie, we have the fame words as on thofe coined in 

(a) He was the firft lhat ever prefnmed to be interred in that church, on account 
of the holy St. Cuthben's body being depoiked there ; they were then fo fearful of 
offending that faint, that they did not dare to bring the corpfe in at the church door, 
but broke a hole in the wall (which is ftill difcernable) through which the body 
was carried. ' Before bis time the biihops were buried in the chapter houfe. 

D 2 the 



K-Edw. 11. the laft reign ; biit the crofs mdfinti is Hat upon any part* 

acced. an. r . . - . . * * 

i.307: de P . <jf this fide. " : r| * ' * 

J ' ... • . ; . x 

. Richard Kellow, ele&ed the twentieth of March', an, 131 3, * 
was 3, prelate of a v£ry difFereiit difpofition from hit prede* 
oeflbf, employing his time after his^ advancement to the 
chair. of Durham, chiefly in ere6Hng buildings at Middle- 
ham, Stockton, and Welhall ; at the former of which he 
died, ah. 1316, and was buried in the chapter houfe a6 
Durham. 



N 
\ 








jL^b&vcfaits df fate Ae>rwu& . , o£ \aji^Ao^ 3^Le/co?u. 



* This bifhop having no pretentions to Family arms f dif- 
tinguiflied his money from the regal, by having the up- 
right bar of the crofs upon the reverfe, turned, to repre- 
sent apaftoral ftaff ; they read conftantly edwa edwar. or 
edward r. angl. dns. hyb. with a crofs pa tee as a prefix. 

No. 1. is the reverfe of a penny of this prelate, the le- 
gend is civitas dvreme : the p&ftoral ftaff is turned to the 

. right, 
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light* wEicVthey generally^ a'rel Others of this type read K. Edw. ir. 1 

acccd. an. 
GIV1TAS DVNELM. -^ . . 1307. dep. 



an. 1327. 



• No. *. is-likewife a penny of his : The paftoral ftaff in 
thisi.is turaed to the left, and the name of the city of Dur- 
Ipara, iS fpelt dvnjllm; This piece cannot belong to any 
other bifhop, ;as it was coined during the reign of king 
^dward the^ fecand ; and there wei>e\ only the bifhops 
Beak and; Beaumont, befides the prelate we are now 
fpeaking of, who lived in that reign ; the two former 6f 

whom, had always their arms upon their money. 

» * 

x - • • • 

" Lodowick de Bello-inonte, or Beaumont, fon of Lewis 
Beaumont, by Agnes his wife, and brother to Theobald, 
archbilhop of. Paris. .Though he was lame qI both legs,- 
and fo illiterate as not to be able to read his confecrati- 
on bull; yet, being defcended from the blood royal of 
France (0), he was at the importunate fuifc of the kings of 
England and France, advanced to this fee; be 'intended 
to have been confecratqd and inflalled at Durhjkm upon 
St. Cuthbert's day* in September, an. 131/, Jby'two Car- 
dinals who had been fent by the Pope,, to effed a rccon- 

(a) The Beaumonts. weye defcended from Lewis, fecund fqn of Charles, king of 
Jerufalera and Sicily"; the ypuriger/4>rother\>f king Lewis IX, both of them fons of 
Lewis VIII- kings of Jfrjdce; >vTiicb;Lewi^^he.fon p£j£lwk*% m^ried Agnes the 
heirefs of the vifcounty of Beaumont, from whence their defendants took their 
furname, and added to their paternal arms, viz. France ancient, thofe of the faid Ag- 
nw, which were a lion rampart. 

*;• ciliation 
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x. Edw. H. ciliation between the kingdoms of England and Sbotlarid ; 

acced. an. • ' . 

1307. dep. but in their way to that city, they, together with the hi-* 
fliop's brother, Henry, were fet upon by a gang of lawlefs 
banditti, commanded by Gilbert Middle ton, keeper of Mit- 
ford caftle; who dripped them of every thing, except their 
horfes, and carried the bifihop and- his brother Henry,' 
with them to Mitford caftle, and obliged them to pay a 
large fum of money to regain their liberty. Thefe daring 
incendiaries however were foon after brought to condign 
punifhment, and the caftle demolifhed The bifhop was 
confecrated on our Lady's day, in Lent, an. 1318. He 
was a ftrenuous affertor of the rights of his diocefe, and 
was fo fortunate as to get reftored to him, a great part ' of 
the territories and privileges which his two predeceflors 
had been deprived of. He died in the following reign. 






3&r arms andlAe.(f^vM^C(fftvAe^t/rvy, ^-^jum^^JSeaunumti. 



This 
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This prelate copied the example of bifhop Beak, in put- K. Edw. n. 
ting his. family arms upon his money, which were, azure, i 307 .'dep! 
ferny of fleur de lis, a lion rampant, or. . His pennies aie an ' I387 " 
known therefore by having, in the place where the mint 
mark was afterwards affixed, either a lion rampant only, 
or with a fleur de lis on one, or both (ides- of the Ifon, - * 

The legends on the obverfe are edw a, or edwar. r. angl. 
tws. hyb. : Oh the reverfe, they read* civitas dvNelm, and 
probably fbme may have" the name of* 'the city of Durham 
wrote otherwife, as during this, and the preceding reign, 
we have upon the reverfe of the Durham pennies, dvrelie, 
dvreme, dvrrem, and dvnelme, and upon thofe of king 
Henry thfe third, dvr, and dvkol. 

• King Edward the third acceded an. 1327, and died an/ 

It appears that money was coined both by the king, and 
the palatines, in the city of Durham, in this reign, as well 
as in thofe of his father and grandfather.' In this, pro- 
bably a great deal of money iflued from the bifhop' s Mint ; 
for Mr. Leake informs us, that 4 Be&des the King's Mints, 

* the charter Mints contributed not a little to aniwer the 
•public occkfions fa). * ' ...'.. .. , . : 

» / * • 

(a) Mr. Leake's Hid. Ace. of Englifh Money, p. 9 1. 

Bi/hops 
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Si/hops of Durham during the reign of king Edward the third. 



K.Edw.m T O DO WICK Beaumont, died fuddenly at Bran- 
*3^?. id tingham, within the diocefe of York, on the twen- 
*»«>376. ty-fecond,. or twenty -eighth of September, an. 133.3, 
and his. body was b sought tp his owb cathedral, where it 
was buried before the high altar in the choir, under a 
marble none curioufly wrought, and inlaid wjtb his eifi.- 
gies, arms, and other figure^ in. brafs, Jt which he. had 
prepared in. his. life time. He fat, fixteen years and 
eight months. 

, . » 

As he lived feveral years after the depofition of king Ed- 
ward the fecond, it is poffible he might coin money in the 
rreign of hisrfuccettbr,- which (mould any ever he difcoyered) 
•will moft pcobably fce di.fUnguifhed by. the king's name in 
^e t legendon theq^ye^reac^p^iiP^^tRDVs. . ", r ,. 

Robert de Grayftaaes, a monk of Durham, confecrated 
November the fourteenth, -but the king refufed to give h,im 
the temporalities. He died foon after his caofecration, and 
as he never was properly a bifhop, and is on that account 
generally omitted in the catalogue of the prelates of Dur- 
ham, we mud not expecl to meet with any coins of his. 

Richard 
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Richard de Bury, a learned and worthy paftor, was born K.Edw.in. 
at St. Edmundfbury, and was promoted to this fee by king ^VdiS 
Edward, for his eminent fervices performed for him, at the an * 1376 ** 
hazard of his \ik[a}. He was confecrated* the nineteenth, 
of December, an. 1333, by the archbilhop of Canterbury.. 
His inftallation was honoured with the prefence of the* 
king and queen of England, the queen mother, and the king 
of Scots, with a great number of dignified clergy, nobility, 
and gentry, and an infinite concourfe of the common peo- 
ple; all of whom he fumptuoufly entertained. He* was one 
of the greateft ftatefmen of that age, and' had' been employ- 
ed fucceffively as cofferer, then treafurer of the wardrobe, 
next clerk to the privy feal, and during the time he held! 
this pofl, he was fent twice ambaflador to pope John, at 
whofe court he appeared in a manner fuitable to an am- 
baflador from fo great a prince. That pontiff, in his firft 
embafly, made him. his principal chaplain, at which time 
he received from his holinefs a rocket inftead of a bull, to 
have the firft bifliopric that became vacant in this king- 
dom; and till that happened, he held preferments, of the 
annual value of Eve thoufand marks. Upon his return 
the fecond time, he was made bifhop of this diocefe ; and 
in the fame year treafurer, and laftly, chancellor of Eng? 
land. He was often employed, after, his advancement to> 

(a) When the queen, and this king (then only prince of Wales) were in Gaf- 
eoigne, he privately fupplied them with money ; which being discovered, he was-, 
•bliged to fly to Paris, where he concealed himfelf fcven days in a fteeple. 

E tiiis; 
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*. Edw. Hi. this fee, as an ambaffador, which, from his former knowledge 
1^7. died in that department, he mufl have been well qualified for. He 
*n. 1376. f cems ^ i n deed t to have deferved all thefe honours from the 
king (whofe tutor he had been). His charity and munifi- 
cence were unbounded ; and he was fo good a judge of 
men, that it was remarked, many of his chaplains be- 
came the mod eminent divines of their time : nor (hould 
it be forgot that he was an author and collector of books, 
and is fuppofed to have had a better library than all the 
bifhops cotemporary with him. He died at Auckland, the 
fourteenth or twenty-fourth of April, an. 1345, aged fifty- 
<ight years. His body was removed to Durham, and in- 
terred before St. Mary Magdalene's altar, in the fouth 
part of the cathedral. 

None of our authors, who have treated on Englifh mo- 
ney, have given any coins that can be fuppofed to be- 
long to this bifhop ; though it is certain that the king 
granted him patents for coining pennies, both in an. 1344 
and 1345(a), as he received thefe grants fo late, it is very 
probable, that he never might coin any money, and his 
being fo much taken up with the temporal concerns of the 
flate the greateft part of his epifcopate 9 rather confirms 
this opinion. 

Thomas Hatfield, fecretary of (late and lord privy feal, 
was promoted to this fee by the particular defire of his 

(a) Vide appendix, letter D. 

fovereign. 
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fovereign, thongh he was a 'layman fa/ t he was decked ft.Edw.nt.' 
May the eighth, and confecrated July the tenth, an. 134$. J* 7 ; <££ 
This prelate was of a very martial character ; for in an. 13 46, *** ** 76, 
he had the command of a body of troops in Normandy : as a 
benefactor to the fee of Durham, he exceeded any of his pre- 
deceflbrs; (amongft other magnificent ftru&ures) he built a 
fuperb palace in London, for the refidence of himfelf, and 
his fucceffors ; and founded and endowed Durham (Gowte 
called Trinity) College, in Oxford. He dsted in the reign 
of king Richard the fecond. 



Mr 
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Bifhop Hatfield difUngnifhed his money by the fame 
modeft device his predeceflbr Kellow had ufed ; however, 

. \a) Sevettl of (he taidkilt <*goaed xd Ad fx$t'J cd*ftyfc^>widid» kmgs te- 
queft, to wh^chtti holiods replied, that had the lung aiked the bifliopric for an 
aft, he would have given it him ; a fufficient proof that he was well acquainted with 
that monarch's chara&er. 

E 2 their 



K.Edw.ni. their coins are eafily known; from each, [other bV; the fpeliing 

acccd. an. ' * ° 

1327. died of. the kipg's name in the,.epigraphe..of the. obyerfev 
which upon the former bifhop's is edwa, edwar, oxedward;. 
upon thofe of this prelate the name is . always ej>'wArj*v3, 
•(which Snelling fays was the moft ufual method of putting 
that king's name upon the pennies ; though foflie of them 
read only edwar or edward) and mom particularly by 
-the height, which is the ft&r.Way oijdctfermipirig them; for 
king Edward the third,, in the njjutjiycfarof hiis jeign, i, e> 
an. 1353, reduced the penny to' eighteen grains, which wa.s 
feveral years before our -prelate was jele&ed ; from tbe% 
circumstances we are enabled to fix the pennies here en- 
graved, to this bifihorx , 

T)pon> the obverfe of No. kIs this epigraphe, edwardvs . 
rex angl. 2. with a coronet ; the Mint-mark, (which in 
this reign firll began to be ufed)'upon the reverfe : it 
reads civitas dvreme ; others read, edwardvs rex angli. 
z. f. with *n annulet under the, king's buft; and have a 
crofs pa tee for the Mint-mark. The legend upon the re- 
^jrfe is the fame as on that before giveu. 

No. 2, has this legend on the obverfe, edwardvs rex 
f ANGUE/wlth a crofs patee for tW'fefiAt-markV The re- 
veffei ireAds; ciVfrAS^ uvnelmibi ! ;Pr&bfcbly. there are others 
of this biftiop's money that Vafy foime Kttle from either of 
thefe types. 
' •: ;t King 
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King Richard the fecond, acceded an. 1376, and was k. Ricb. n. 
depofed an. 1399. We have no money coined in the city * c 37 6, died 
of Durham, either by this monarch, or by any of the an# t399 ' 
bifhops of this fee, during his reign ; the reafon of which, 
it is difficult, at this diftance of time, to afcertain. 



Bifhops of Durham in this reign. 

THOMAS Hatfield expended vaft funis in eroding 
public buildings, and in charities, yet died very rich ; 
his death happened at his manor of Alfond, near London, 
the feventh of May, an. 1381 ; from whence his body was 
conveyed with great funeral pomp to Durham, and depo- 
fited on the fouth fide of the reveftry door, under a tomb he 
)tt4'fri.hi4'4)fctiflEK prtj&afrdd; 1. . .' ; ; , . ;. . ; :f,. 

1 .TOtg, predate livfcd. ; fcv<irttl years after the aafeflyon; of 
king Rit^f&fhfciec0nd v but: we juuft jxot expeel to haive 
any ,o£ r*is-mo&$)uft thfa J$i$d, fee ihte*caJhns given; above. 



• r 

iiii: or r: 



John, of; Fordham, a se&non of 'York, dean' of Wells, and 
fecretary to the. king,; ejefted: September the ninth, an. 
1381, and confecrated at LaxubCth. the fifth of January 
following. He was deprived both of his office of treafurer, 
and of this bifhopric, by tht then popular party who im- 
prifoned him. He fat feven years in the. chair of Durham, 

.;.' but 
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k, Rich. n. but never was reftored, though he was on the thitd of April, 
'"e.'d^i an. 1388, made bifliop of Ely, and raifed to the office of 
«. 1399- lord treafurer. 






. ;^rn^.(fJ^.\/ZfrUtn^. ■' 



Walter Skirlaw, bifliop of Lichfiefc), removed from Wells* 
and from thence by the Pope's bull, dated April the third, 
an. 1 388, was tranflated co-Durham. It ha* been faid that 
this pwlate; was the foa of a fievie-maker of Shinkdiff, near 
Durham ; his coat of arms (a) is alfo thought to allude to 
this, his humble origin. After his promotion to this fee, 
he expended hi& revenue chiefly in ere&ing and repairing 
the moft ufefiil (tai&tufe*. He Jurvived the depofition of 
king Richard the ftcond many years. 

(a) Which was three rods, or Jjpelli, croft-wife, tnnfverfed, t& the fona of a ficve 
or rid41e« 

King 



K. Hen 
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acced. 


an. 


H*3- 




K. Hen. VI. 


. acced. 


an. 


1421. 


dep. 


an. 1 


461. 


reftor. 


an* 


1470. 


dep. 


again, 


an* 


1471; 
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. King Henry the fourth, acceded aft. fjgg, arid died K.Hca.lv. 
an. 141$; te wfeom Juaseeried king Bewy the fifth, who ' 
died an 1 4 fl 1 ; when bis An king Henty the fixth* afcend- 
ed the throne. He was depofed an. 146 1, feftored arti. 1470, 
and finally depofed an. 147 r. 

The filve* money of tbeie three kings, (from their fitni- 
larity) is not td be-diftinguiflied froriv each other, ex- 
cept the heavy groat of the former, and the light one of 
king Henry the fixfh, coined after h£ -re-afcertcfed the 
titrone an 1470. Mr. Leake gives chofe with the piefeed 
^Fofs to king Henry the fourth, atfd th&fe with the anntf- 
ltts, or ilet-hotbs, to king Henry tfee fifth j but Mr. Srtel- 
ling jfchizkks thefe. diflinclions are by ao ttfeans fatfeMtfry. 

The epifcopal coins of Durham r may, with greater cer- 
tainty* be placed to their particular prelates., both before, 
and' for feme time after this period, than thofe of either 
the archbilhops of Canterbury, or of York; and at firfr 
view it Teems very practicable from the many private marks 
that are upon the Durham: pennies* firack during thefe 
reigns, to. fix them, to the bifliops, in whofe epifcopate 
they were coined; but it mould be obferved that there are 
many little peculiarities in the type of thofe of Canterbu- 
ry and York ; and alio that thofe minted at Calais and 
London, mud have been legal ; therefore it is impoffible to 
know, whether the pennies of Durham iflued from the 

king's^ 



147/ 
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K f Hen. vi. king s, or the bifliop's {dints.; and fliould they be epifco- 

acced. an' • ° * * 

1 421. dep. pal, an equal difficulty would occur, to know which of the 

an. 1461. 

rcflor. an. prelates they were coined by. It would have been a very' 
again, an! defirable difcove?y f if we could have obtained a criterion 4 
to diftinguifli the regal filver money of each of Our kings, ; 
Henry the fourth, fifth, and fixth, from the others, by the 
prelatical (fuppofing thofe of Durham were fo) but this is 
abfplutely impoffible, for the reafons already affigned. 

> 
.We will, however, .continue the fucceffion of the pala- 
tines of Durham, and likewife give all the coins that are 
published of the Durham mint, coined during thefe reigns/ 
with fome obfervations upon them, as it will fill up what* 
would otherwife be a chafm for more thanfixty years. 



Bipiops of Durham, daring the reigns of king Henry thef<mrth % 

fifth, andfixth. 



WALTER Skirlaw, a munificent and charitable pre- » 
late, was in great favour with king Henry the fourth, 
who fent him ambaffador to France. He died upon the 
twenty-fourth of March an. 1405, and is buried on the 
north fide of the choir, between. two pillars, in the cathe- 
dral of Durham, under a marble flone curioufly inlaid 
with brafs plates. 

Thomas 
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sak 




arm* 



Thomas Langley/ii/, eleded March the fcventeenth, an. K - Hci1, VI « 

„ SLCC6Q* sin* 

1406, and confecrated the eighth day of Auguft follow- i4*i-dep. 

er an# H 6 ** 

ing. He was at that time lord chancellor, which office reftor. an. 
he then refigned ; but eleven years afterwards was prevail* \J^ Su 
ed upon to accept of it again ; and he received an addi- I47I# 
tional dignity from pope John the twenty-third, who on 
the fixth of June, an. 1411, prefented him with a cardi- 
nal's hat. He was bifhop of this fee, during the conclu- 
fion of king Henry the fourth's reign, the whole of king 
Henry the fifth's, and the former part of king Henry the 
fixth's. He died November the twenty-eighth,, an. 1437, 



{a) The prefent Sir Haldamly Langley is defcendcd from Henry, the elder bro- 
ther of cardinal Langley. 

11 and 
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K. Hen. VI. and was buried (as he dire&ed in his will) in the chantry 
i4ii.'dep! which he founded, in the galiley, under a fine marble 
Sor! 4 an! * om k, at the end of which are his arms. 

1470. dep. 
again, an. 
1471. 




^strm* 



<fM^£<l* 



JohnNevil, fon of Ralph Nevil i: earl of Weftmoreland, 
by Joan Beaufort, the daughter of John of Gaunt, duke of 
Lancafter, by his laft wife Catherine Swinford. He was 
tranflated from Salisbury to this fee, January the twenty- 
feventh, an. 1437 ; and had the temporalities reftored, 
April the eighth, in the following year. He built the ex- 
chequer at Durham, where all the courts of law were held. 
He died July the eighth, an. 1457, and was buried near 
his father and mother in the fouth part of the cathedral, 
though he earneftly requefted in his will to have his re- 
mains depofited near St. Bede, in the galiley. 

Laurence 
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^/icarm* of I. ^£c#tl . 



Laurence Booth (a) , fbn of John and Maud, the daugh- K.Hen.vt 

acced ~- 



an. . 
1421. dep» 
an. 1461. 

an. 



tar of fir John Savage, knight, of Clifton, was oLan an 
cient family, which redded at Barton. He was confecrat- reftor 
ed the twenty-fifth day of Sept. an. 1 457. This prelate had agab', d !£ 
been mafler of Pembroke- hall, Cambridge, chancellor of 147I# 
that univerfity, dean of St. Pauls, and chancellor to Mar- 
garet, queen of king Henry the fixth. We (hall give, the 
fequel of his life in the next reign. 
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(a) The furmme of Booth is alfo fpelt Both, Bothe, Bonth, Bduthe, and Bdothe; 
the prcfcDt baronet of the name of Booth is of this ancient and honourable family. 

*'- ' Fa No. 
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K a<Sd Q ' m" ^° - lf ^ as l ^^ s ^g ra P^ e on the obverfe, henrig rex 
1491. dc P . angli ; and upon the reverfe the legend is givitas dvnolm; 

an. 1461. * 

rcftor. an. in the center of the bars (if it is intended for a letter) is an 
again, an. m (a), but which anfwers neither to the initial of the chrif- 
147 1- tian, or furname of any of the above bifhops, or any of 
their offices, that can be difcovered ; it is therefore diffi- 
cult to determine what it was intended to exprefs. 
« 

No. 3, is an imperfect coin, part of the legends being loft, 
rtpon the obverfe is only he and upon the crofs givi- 
tas . • . ♦ lmi, the lozenge final, is only to fill up the legend, 
it being frequently found upon the money of thefe kings. 

No. 3, has an ilet-hole on each fide of the head. The 
epigraphe upon the obverfe, is* henrig rrex angli, the 
laft r is redundant r both this and No. 1, have a crofs pa- 
tonce for the Mint mark, but it appears only upon the ob- 
verfe. This is by no means peculiar to the Durham mint ; 
we have it upon the money coined at London and York; 
the legend upon the reverfe is civitas dvnolm ; this has 
alfo an m in the center of the bars upon this fidfe. 

(a) The mark or Letter M appears alfo in tbe fame place, upon aa< half groat of 
one of thefe Henries, coined at Canterbury ; the fame difficulty occurs in know- 
ing what it was intended for upon the latter, as there were only the archbifhops ' 
Thomas Arundel, who was lord chancellor, and cardinal Hemy Cbichely, primates 
of that fee in thofe reigns, to neither of whole chriftian*or furname it is applicable. 

No. 4v 



1 



C 37 ] 

No. 4, reads upon the obverfe, hinmcvs rex angli, k. Hen. VI. 
with a liar on one fide of the king's head, and a pellet on i^'defr. 
the other, which appears upon many of thefe fovereign's J3^£[ . 
money of York, and fometimes upon thofe of London (a), J4'£ ^ 
the legend upon the reverie is alfo ci vitas dvnolm : this M7»- 
has an annulet in the fecond and third quarters : This 
penny has the croft patee for the mint-mark in the ob- 
verfe only. 

None of thefe coins can with certainty be appropriated 
to any particular fovereign or prelate, but if they are, as 
we have but little money coined at Durham of king Ed- 
ward the third, and probably none of king Edward the 
fourth, or of any fovereign after him; and we know that the 
major part, (if not the whole) of the pennies, and many of 
the half pennies, of the York Mint, were coined by the 
primates of the north. Suppofing that thefe are not regal, 
and that the ilet-holes, or annulets, are the diftinguifhing 
mark of king Henry the fifth's money, No. i, and 2, will be 
found to be coined by cardinal Langley, who wore the 
' Durham mitre during the whole of that monarch's reign. 

Ring Edward the fourth, acceded an. 1461, dethroned K.Edw. IV. 

an. 1470. reftored an. 1471, and died an. 1483. " C 6,, de- 

throned an. 

147 e, reft. 
(«) There are coins of thefe princes with a ftar and fleur-de-lis, two rofes, fee. up- an. >47 *• 

on the fides of the king's butt. die ? an " 

1483. 

Mr. Snelling 
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K.Edw. IV, Mr.,Snelling fuppofes that all the money coined in the 

acced. an. * • 

1461, de- city of Durham, during this reign, was iflued from the 
1470, Kit. palatinate mint. In this conje&ure that gentleman is pro- 
died*™! bably right, for we have, it is apprehended, no coins of 
148j ; this city, without fome particular letter, or other device 
upon them, that evinces their being coined by the bifhops 
of this fee, who were cotemporary with that monarch. 



Bifhops of Durham during the reign of king Edward the 

fourth. 

LAURENCE Booth, conduced himfelf with fuch 
great moderation and propriety, during the con- 
tendons between the families of York and Lancafter, that 
it gained him the efteem of both parties. It is however 
probable he was a favourer of the pretentions of the white 
fofe, for king Edward the fourth, on the twentieth of Sep- 
tember, in the thirteenth year of his reign, promoted him 
to the important office of lord chancellor of England. Af- 
ter preGding over the diocefe of Durham near twenty years, 
he was an. 1476, promoted to the fee of York, and was 
fome time after his tranflation presented by the pope with 
a cardinal's hat. He died May the nineteenth, an. 1480, 
and is buried at Cawood church, near York. 

This 
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This bifliop obtained a charter which is dated the twen- K. Edy.iy.. 
ty-firft of July, an. 1473 ( fl )» ty which he and his fucceffors ^il dc- 
were allowed <o coin both pennies and half-pennies, and \ b ^* t cd r *£ 
alfo to make truffels and ftandards (b), for the fame during J?^ 147 ^* 
the king's pleafure. The grant recites, that it had been l i*i< 
immemorially the privilege of the bifhops of this fee to coin 
the former fort of money, but never the latter [cj. From 
hence it is clear, that this prelate was the firft that had a Mint 
for half-pennies, and that not till this reign. Probably there 
was never any money of that value coined before at Dur- 
ham ; for though there were royal Mints during the reigns 
of the three firft king Edwards after the conqueft, who all 
coined both half-pennies and farthings, no money of either 
of thefe kinds have been found of theirs of this city. 

Bifliop Booth, by his licence, dated the twenty-fixth of 
Auguft, in the fame year that he received his charter from 
king Edward the fourth, gives permiflion to William Omo- 
ryche, of York, goldfmith, to grave and print two dozen of 

(a) TKs chatter was given at Coventry. It is obfcivable, that neither Hol- 
lingfliead nor Stow mention king Edward the fourth's being at Coventry in the year 
«473- Dugdale in his Warwickshire acquaints us that in the following year, that 
monarch, with his queen and the prince of Wales, fpent St. George's feaft there* 
at which .time the citizens prefented him with c/. and a cup, perhaps as a peace 
•offering, for having four years ago ofiended him by efpoufing the caufe of the Earl 
of Warwick, and theLancaftrians ; in return for the civilidej of the citizens, the king 
honored the mayor by ftanding godfather to his child* 

^ {*) Truffels and flandards are probably here meant to imply upper and lower dyes. 

(A Vide Appendix, letter E. 

truffels. 
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K. Edw.lv. truflels and one dozen of ftandards for pennies, and four Aan- 

acced* an. 

1461, de- dards and eight truflels, for half-pennies (a) ; by this we per* 

1470, reft, ceive that there was butafmall quantity of half-pennies in 

died ml'* proportion to the pennies, and probably the coining of them . 

l **$' was foon discontinued by this prelate, for by another licence 

dated the fourth of Auguft following, granted by him to 

the fame perfon, the latter was to grave and print three 

dozen of truflels and two dozen of ftandards for pennies (6) 

. but no mention is made of half-pennies. 




<_^svcta6A&n*ue<t df~vtim0fi/-xOct>/ns\ 



(«) Vide Appendix, Uuti P. 
\b) Vide appendix, letter G. 
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The firft of the' above .-engraved pennies is mutilated ; k. Edw.iv. 
the legend upon the obverfe is entirely obliterated ; and JjjjJ a"- 
that upon the reverfe is fo very im perfect that it is not le- * a ^JS" «J£ 
gible(a). We may however difcover, from the remains ^j 1 *^* 
of thofe letters, ftill vifible, that the infcription is blunder- *483- 
ed ; and it js the more reafonable to fuppofe it is fo, as the 
B (which is the initial of this biihop's furname) upon the 
fide of the king's bufl is reverfed. The Mint-mark upon 
the obverfe is three pellets, fee triangularly in the fame 
manner as thofe are by the 'fide of the mafic, oppofite the 
b. Upon the center of the bars of the crofs.upon the re- 
verfe is the letter d (which muft be read Ounelmenfis) from 
which, and the b upon. the obverfe, we may be certain that 
this penny was coined by bifhop Booth, in his Mint at 
Durham. ,...-■• . ; 



In the fame cabinet with the above are feveral others, 
.which vary fome litde from this: one has the letter B on 
the other fide* of the king's buft, which is fet flaming *, 
but without any pellets ; the letter d is alfo placed as that 
upon No i; the: legends on both fides are entirely loft. 
Another has the letter, b fee in the fame place, as oh 
No. i, with the Aar for the mint-mark ; the legends upon this 
are obliterated; 1A third has the b alfoas Nd. i, with four 

(a) The letter M is very perfed in. the legendary circle upon the reverie, and it 
Jhoultf be obferved that there it none of the Englifli towns of mintage in this reign 
jhat have that letter, in. theix name*, except Durham, which might be fpelt either 
Derame, Dunelmie, 8cc. 

j • : - : G pellets 
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K.Edw.rv. pellets in <yofc upon thd xevxthn it reads diviTASDo-Nou*. 
mS dl- Thcfe rauft undoubtedly, he alio pennies of bifhop Booth's 
^ITofrTa: &* ^ ™*°* *fo>vt given ft*. . 

»P. I47I. .. -t . ... \ -; r- ,' "•... 

died .an. ' ' 

>483« . No. ar T ha^ thiYcpigraphe;imvARr> m gra rex angl. Up- 
on the right fide of the king's bufl is the letter b, the initial 
.of tjie name of Bpoth : the crofs fide Deads, ci vitas dv» 
weluie. This ptrmY has & >tofe .upon (he center of the bars 
.of the crofs, made likethofc of the York Mint. The rofe; 
though differently made, . » alfo> 'the mint- mark, but it ap- 
pears only upon, the obverfe- _ . . • 

.':. . . . ■. ! '. . . I I ■■ ■ ■' ■ ' ■ . • '■' 

No. 3». U |hie reverie of a penny,; wfclicb, upon the head 
fide, dHFers- not from <hofe iffued fronK the royal Mints in 
this reign. The legend reads edward rex anglie; and be- 
tween the words are fmall crofles* The reverfe has this 
legend, c{vitas do N(>ti, and u£brr the center of the bars 
of the crofs is much fach a :r.oie as the mi«t-mark up- 
on No. 2. As there are no initials upon this piexie it' inty 
be, queftioned whether. /i%jwM jibt coincql by bilfaop Du(£ 
ley,! who liJfxwife preftded aver the £ee^£l)urhai , &' / 'iri tfcfo 
reign.; but as the ( prelate wbofe. coins we are- now givingv 
was the firft biThop of • this diocefe in the reign, of king Ed- 
wand tl^e, f<?uf^>, , j 1 4$. . i&Qne; reaXonabJe/io fbppofe t ha>t he 

Hollington Barker, of Bimunghant, t»wh4m the author of tbtfe (beets acknowledge 1 *- 
hitnfelf'under very great obligation^ for accefs tb btt'cttrlour and extenGve cabinet 
of coini, and very valuable library. •-- ■ 

... would 
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would give the rofe only, than fetflfciap Dudley, who mull K.£dw. iv. 

* " acced. an. 

have been aware, that, as the rofe had been the device 1461* dc- 

throned at*, 

of his predeceffor, it would be no diftinction upon his: 1470, refc. 
own money without fome further addition. It fhould alfo 'dfed'wi 1 .! 
be remarked that bifliop Booth copied the rofe, as well as '* 3 " * 
feveral other peculiarities which are found upon the prela- 
deal coins of York, as will be feen below. From thefe cir- 
cumftances it is apprehended that this coin is properly ap* 
propriated to bifliop Booth. 

No. 4> has this infeription upon the obverfe, edward di 
cra rex ang. the letter b. is alfo upon one fide of the 
mark or buft, and a key upon the other ; the reverfe 
reads civrrAS derami ; the letter ,d for dvnelminsis, is 
placed as upon No. 1 ; and the mint-mark (if there was 
pne) would be upon the obverfe only. Others of this type 
have the rofe in (lead of the letter o upon the bars of the 
crofs upon the reverfe (a). 

No. 5, is a very curious penny of this bifliop ; the epi- 
graphe upon the head fide is, edward di gra rex anclih. 
On the fides of the bud are, the letter c fqr Cancellarius, 
and a crofs formed of four pellets joined. The type pf 
this penny was copied from one of archbifliop Kemp, coin* 
ed at York, who like him was both lord chancellor and a 
prelate, and both endeavoured to exprefs their two-fold q£» 

(a) One of the laA f<?rt h alfo in Mr. Barker's cabinet. 

G « fice 
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k Edw.iv. fice upon their money ; the re verfe reads, civitas donow* 

acced. an. * 

1461, de- a coronet is the mint-mark; but it appears only upon 

throned an. 

1470, reft, the obverie. 

an. 1471* 
died an. 

i«s> The different types of bifhop Booth's money were un- 

doubtedly copied from the archbifliops of York : the ini- 
tial of the furname of the prelate, which we find upon his 
pennies, is the firft fpecimen of the kind upon the obverfe 
of any of the Durham money. The initial of his great 
temporal honour isalfo (as has been obferved) copied from 
the coin of an archbifhop of York ; and lafUy, the nofe 
which appears upon many of his coins, and the key upon* 
No. 4, are both evidently borrowed from the archiepifso- 
pal Mint ; for neither the rofe nor the key have any con- 
nexion with the Durham Mint, but are both of them, the 
proper diftin&ions of the money o£ York, particularly the 
latter*. 

Mr. Leake mentions a penny of king Edward the fourth* 
that has a b on the right fidte of the king's bud, and upon 
the reverfe civitas dvl, or DVNEL(a), which muft undoubt- 
edly be of this bifliops coining. The many different ways 
of fpelling the name of the city of Durham upon this pre- 
late's mpney, is very obfervable, and it is really wonderful 
how differently the name of this city is written, upon the 
Durham money, from the reign of king Henry the third, to 

-{a) Mr. Leake's Hift. Ace. of Ettglifh Money, p. 166. 

that 
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tfrat-of king Henry the eigHtb ; ivhereas the cities of Can- K.Edw.iv; 

, acced. an. 

terbury, Londfrb, and York, are ipelt with little or nova- 1461, de- 

4 , • throned an. 

tiatioa* « * • 1470, reft. 

an. 1 1471. 
died an^ 

No cabinet, we prefume, is poffeffed of an half-penny, l **s* 
either of bifhop Booth, or of his fucceffor(a), though we 
have feveral of their pennies. It is the more obfervable, 
as Mr. Snelling acquaints us, that the half-pennies of this 
king are common, and the pennies very fcarce; but this 
rather refpe&s the regal money, than that coined in the 
charter Mints. If any fhould ever, be discovered, it is pro- 
bable we fliall; fiftd that the type was borrowed from thofe 
of the archbifliops of York, flruck iii the reigns of king 
Henry the fourth, fifth, and fixth. 

William Dudlfey, de»nof Windfor, fon of fir John Dud- 
ley,- knight of the garter, and anceftor of the barons Dud<- 
ley (b) ; had the temporalities reftored. to him^ O&ober the 

la) Mr. White of London (who has To exteafive a cabinet and has. been fo long 
a collector) is not poffeffed of any half-pennies of the Durham Mint, nor has he e- 
ver feen one of them, as he obligingly informed the author. 

(b) Sir John Dudley, knight of the garter, was lineally defcended from five 
Lnigjits of that name, the fir ft of whom married Margaret, the. cJdcu of. two 
daughters of Roger de Somerye-; in whofe right he enjoyed the manor of Dudley, 
which becoming the rcGdence. of the family, they exchanged their firname of Sufr 
ton for that of Dudley. Thefe Suttons, or Dudleys, until the reign of king Hen- 
ry the eighth, never bore any other arms than l either Someryes two liions%,or elfc* 

* Argent a Cro6 Patee blew, which I take (fays this author) verily to be Suttons 

• Coate proper to his Name :' the family afterwards bore, or, a lion rampant,. 

fourteenth*. 
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XEdw.iv. fourteenth, an. 1747, aftd died an. ,1483. (being the fame 

acctd. an. 

1461. de- yeai that king Edward the fourth deccafed) jtad was buried 
1470, reft! in St. Michael's chapel, in Weftminfter abbey, with thii 

died an, Cpitapn . 

1483. 

Hicjacit Gulidmus de EudUy, e fitutiitia Barmum de Dudley, 
Ihmdm. Epifcopus, cbik A, D. « 

In confequcrice of the charter granted to bifhop Booth 
before-mentioned, this prelate gave hrs licence, dated the 
twenty-firft of /March, in the firft year of his <MttTecratioa< 
to William Omoryche, who it now called of Durham, (id 
-which city he probably removed in the laft pontificate, on 
account of his employment' under thefe palatines) ; to 
make, grave, and print three dozen of truflels, and two 
dozen of ftanda<rds for pennies ; and two dozen of truflels, 
and one dozen of flandards, for half-pennies, within his 
caftle of Durham (ff/ In this licence the ftandards, and 
truflels for half-pennies, bear a nearer proportion to the 
pennies, than in that of his predeceffors ; none of them, 
however, have reached this period, as has been before ob- 
ferved. 

qucve-, azure? for •Which the author much blames them, and advifes the then lord 
Dudley to affume their old arms. Sampfon Erdefwicke's furvey of Staffordfliire, 
London, 1793, p. 108, and feveral fubfe^uent pages. 

(a) Vide Appendix, letter H. 

No. J, 
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<^ 



arms 



a*u6jevc*a/'A6*t*ua> (fffajAt^JZhutcey/. 



flfo« i, fta$ tRis legend upon the hearf fide, i^WARj>;^i^Edw.lv. 
«ra rex anglie; and on the fides of the -king's buft, fs i 4 6f,' dc^ 
the- letter d and a croft, the former of which is meant for- ^J «ftl 
thelnitial of thisbifliop's furname, the reverfe reads civitAV JJ^ , a * 71 * 

60N0LI. ' - '483' 



4 No. 2i Js.a coin of his, Which has loft the legends up- 
<*n both fides, but upon the obverfe there are the two firft' 
letters of his furname d. v. by the fide of the kings buft, the 
form of the latter was the ufual way of making the u at 
that time, and is conftantly fo upon the money ; the let- 
tcr-D'-foc Dunelmenfis,; appears upon the bars off the crofs 
upon the reverfe. Mr. Sndling mentions 1 £ penny of 

Durham. 
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-K.Edw.iV. Durham in this reign, which has the letters d and v by the 
1461, de- fides of the bud, but does not appropriate it to this or any 

throned an, iL • ^ 

I47 o, reft, other prelate. 

an. 1471. 
died an. 

*4 S 3- No. 3, has this epigraphe upon the firft fide, Ed- 

ward di gra rex angl ; the legend upon the reverfe is 
civitas dvnelme, the two fecond letters of the firft word, 
and the two lail of the other are fupplied; upon the 
center of the ban* is the letter d, which we are to 
{jip§ott is for the initial of this prelate's furname, and not 
of the city where it was coined ; for though it appears up- 
on bifhop Booth's money, where it can mean nothing but* 
the name of the place of mintage, as alfo upon thofe coins 
of this bifhop which have the initial of his furname or 
other fignificant device to (hew them coined by him ;. but 
as there are no fuch diftinguifhing letter or mark upon this 
piece, except the letter d, it cannot be fuppofed that it was 
meant to exprefs the name of the city, as that would equal- 
ly fuit any coin minted there. The rofe, which is the 
mint-mark of fome of the coins of bifhop Booth, is no ob- 
jection to our pronouncing it a penny of this prelate's, as 
it is well known that the rofe as a mint-mark is ufed often 
upon both the regal and prelatical coins flruck in , this 
reign. 

No. 4, has loft fome part of the epigraphe upon the ob« 

verfe : what remains is edwardx. ang. there is a 

crofs 
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croft o« cadi fide oF the king's but ; theTe croffes, Hke thofe *•***. nr. 
upon No. i, of his, and that upon No. 4, of bilhop Booth, are ijsi, ^ 
to exprcfs his holy office (of which the crofs is a fignincant type) t^Srt«S.* 
or elfe they are meant to reptefent his coat of arms ; a tlif- £d ,4 j£ 
fictihy occurs indeed, m this latter appropriation of the ,48s " 
croffes, which is, that his arms were a crofs patee ; how- 
ever, fuch a miftake might eafily be made by the engravers 
of that period ; and as he was defcended from a great and 
eminent family, he might mritate the example of biftrops 
Beak and Beaumont ; but as we have a penny coined 
at Canterbury, in this reign, with two fuch croffes on each 
fide the king's buft, thofe upon this penny may be only to 
fhew that it is prelatical; be this as it may, it is very pro- 
bable, this is a coin of bifhop Dudley, for it cannot be- 
long to any otfier fet&op than either hhn or Laurence 
Booth ; for bifhop Sherwood (who in the next reign placed 
the crofs ttpon his money) had not the temporalities until 
Augufl, an. 1485, and king Edward 4he fourth diei. in 
April in the fame year; and it feems more probable that 
feimbp Sherwood Thoald borrow the type of «his prelate's 
money, than tlhat of his predeceflbr, a degree further "re- 
moved from him. The reverfe reads, <KVitAS berha'm. 
Both this, and No. s, have the coronet for the mint-mark, 
but it appears only upon die obverfe. The coronet no 
-more than the rofe is peculiar to the Dttrham Mint. 

H There 
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K.Edw.lv. There may be coins of both the laft prelates, different 
1461! de- from thofe already defcribed, as there is a greater variety 
\ h 47o, C< rcft! °^ l yp es during this reign than of any of the preceding 
-mi. 1471. ones f or feveral centuries. However, from what has been 

died an. ' 

J 4ty- faid of their money, it is prefumed that the curious collec- 
* tor will be enabled to clafs any coins of theirs, that may 
hereafter be difcovered. 



K. Rich. III. King Richard the third acceded an. 1483, and died an. 

acced. an. Q 

1483, died *4*5» 
an. 1485. 



Bi/hops of Durham during his Reign. 

JOHN Shirwood, had the temporalities reftored to him, 
** the fixth of Auguft, in the firft year of this ieign. As 
he furvived the tyrant many years, we fhall defer faying 
more of him till the next reign. 

» 

In the fecond year of his cpnfecration, he delivered a 
petition, requefting the king to command the treafurer 
and barons of the exchequer to give him three new (landw- 
ards and nine truffels, for an equal quantity of broken 
ones of both forts, which they had received ; which peti- 
tion was granted him (a). From hence we learn, that the 
prelates of Durham had now loft the privilege granted 

(•) Vide Appendix, letter I. 

them 
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them by king Edward the fourth, of making their own pun- K.Rich.ni. 
cheons, or dies, , for coining their own money, and were *^ c | 3# ^ 
obliged to receive them from the treafurer and barons of an# I48s# 
the exchequer, as was no doubt the cuftom before that 
king's reign. 

As no half-pennies are here mentioned, it is probable 
the coining of them was now difufed, and probably never 
again revived. 




^>**^<tf^^ 



^Ju>n^<fvut*4^ 



There is a very curious, and truly valuable penny of 
this prelate, coined in this reign ; the epigraphe on the ob- 
verfe is ricardvs rex anglie ; upon the king's bread is a 
icrofs to denote that it is aprelatical coin; upon this fide 
is ihe boar's head for the mint-mark, which was the ufual 

1 Hj cognizance 
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K.Rlch. in. cognizance of this king, and is the mofl common mint- 

acccd. an, . . 

1483, died mark of any upon the regal money of this reign; the le- 
an ' I4 5# gend upon the reverfe is, civitas dvnolm. 

K.Hen/VH. King Henry the feventh acceded an. 1485, and died 

acced. an. 

1485, died «n 1509. 
" an. 1509. 

Before we appropriate the money coined at Durham, in 
this reign, to its particular prelates, it will be proper to 
take a fliort view of the Durham coinage, and to lay down 
fome particular rules to go by, in diftinguifliing the epif- 
eopal money, of .that palatinate, at this period; without 
which, it will be impoffible to give that fat isfadion which 
is wilhed. 

We have no money of this king's firft coinage, which re* 
prefents him with a full face, either of the Durham or any 
other mint : but many fcf that city iare to be found of his 
fecond coinage. It ttmtt fee here 6bf6rved, that the money 
underwent a £teat alteration with refped to the type in 
this reign ; the pennies have always the fovereigns crowned, 
feated in a chair with the fcepter in one hand, and the orb 
in the other, with the king s name and title in the legend : 
this type, Mr. Snelling fuppofed, was borrowed from the 
fovereign of gold, as probably it was. Upon the reverfe 
appear the arms of France, and England quarterly ; and 
thofe coined at Durham are almoft conftantly with the ini- 
tial 
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tial of the fua: or chriftian name of the bifhop in whofe K.Hen.vir. 
mints they were ftruck, on one of the fides of the (hield ; \ c ^t£d 
with a d far the initial of Durham, on the other ; by at- an ' I5 ° 9# 
tending to the former we (hall be certain to know to which 
of the prelates they belong. One of thefe pennies has the 
initial of both the chriftian and furname of the bifhop, 
and mod of them have either a mitre or a crofieron fome 
part of them, to (till further denote, that they are episco- 
pal money ; yet neither Mr. Leake, nor Mr. Snelling, ap- 
propriate any of thefe coins to any of the bifhops : the 
firft gentleman, notwithftanding the proofs above given of 
thefe betters anfwering to the bifhops names, fays that they 
muft be for the l Minter, as they don't anfwer to any Bi-r 
* fhop of thi* See (a) :* it is well known we have no mint- 
matter s name upon our money Unce the reign of king Ed- 
ward the firft, nor was it ever placed in this manner; 
add to which, we have conftantly a d for one of the 
letters for Dunelmenfis, except in a firigle ihftance, 
which has both the initials of the bifhop's names. Mr. 
Leake is therefore miftaken in faying that 4 they don't an- 
fwer to any Bifhop of this See :' thefe letters have nothing 
to tlo with the mintcr, but ate either for the chriftian or 
furname of the bifhop, and the name of the place of coinage. 

[a) Mr. Leake gives us only the letters R. N. and C. IX upon the reverfe of 
thefe pennies ; in the (irft he is miftaken, the latter are generally very fmall and of- 
ten imperfeft; fo that, that gentleman might cafily take the D (which undoubtedly 
ihould be the letter that follows the R) for an N. as when it 1* a little worn gives 
it the appearance of an N made in the form they then were. 

This 
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K.Hcn.vir. This is further confirmed by our having letters placed 

acced. an. 

1485, died as thefe are, upon the archiepifcopal money of Canterbury 
an. 1509. ^^ York; but as there were more bifhops of this fee, 
during the reigns of king Henry the feventh and eighth, 
than of the two former, there is a greater variety of 
thefe letters upon the money of Durham, particalarly as 
feme of the bifhops put the initial of their chriflian, and 
others their furname ; one of bifhop Sherwood's has the 
initial of both names, and fome of the bifhops have the 
firft letter of their chriftian name on fome of their money, 
and that of their furname upon others : but what has mod 
confounded our antiquaries, probably is, that fometimes 
the initial of the chriftian name of one bifhop, anfvvers to 
the furname of another (a), and fo on the contrary, the 
initial of the furname of one anfwers to another's chriftian 
name (b); in one inftance, two of the bifhops have the 
fame chriflian name/ty, and in another, we have two bi- 

(a) The letter R is the initial of the chriftian name of bifliop Fox, and the fur- 
name of bilhop Ruthall, and W the chriftian name of bifliop Severs, and the fur- 
name of Cardinal Wolfey, but it mould be obferved that bifhops Fox and Seven 
died in the reign of king Henry the feventh, and Ruthall and Wolfey were bi- 
fhops of Durham in the reign of king Henry the eighth, for btfhop Ruthall had 
not the temporalities reftored to him till the laft king afcended the throne. 

(b) The letter T is the initial of Tunftall, and Thomas, the latter of which is the 
chriftian name <*f Ruthall and Wolfey ; though all thefe prelates lived in the reign 
of king Henry the eighth, yet it will be found impofliblc to miftake the money of 
one for that of the others. 

fc) Bifhops Ruthall and Wolfey 

fliops 
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{hops w%ofe furnames begin with the fame letter (a). We JLHen.vir. 
cannot however fuppofe, but what thefe prelates had fome J^'died 
particular rule of placing thefe letters, to diftinguifh their an ' I5 °** 
own money, from that of the preceding bifhops ; and this 
is the fact, for by purfuing the following very fimple mode, 
we (hall be fure to difcover by what prelate the piece was 
coined; which is this, that when the initial of the prelate's 
name is the firft letter, fuch initial refpe&s the bifhop's 
chriftian name, and confequently when it is fet after the 
d, it will be for the bifhop's furname ; and this is a gene- 
ral rule. 



Bjjhops of Durham during the reign of king Henry the feventk. 

JOHN Shirwood was a perfon of great learning: he 
. collected many Greek manufcripts from Italy,* where 
he had been ambaffador : he died January the twelfth, 
an. 1494, at Rome, and is buried in the church of the 
Englifh college there ; this fliort epitaph is placed in re- 
membrance of him : 

Hie jacet P. Paler Johannes Shirwode, Epifcopus Dunettn. 
Serenijjimae Regis Anglia orator, qui obiit 12 Jan. 1493. £"/"* 
anima in pace quiefcat. 

(a) Bifhops Sbirwood and Severs. , 
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K.«en.VH. By an mde-ntwre. dated the twentiednof Seipteflaoer, an, 
1485, died i4go, this pTelatc appointed G«or£e StryaH, of Dttrham, 
an. J509. ^ j^ m j tai to WOT fc his mint in that city, from the feaft of 
St. Michael the archangel then next,, fat three years, pay* 
ifig four marks yearly to the warden of the tower of Loan 
don (a)^ and be, with feveral others, became bound to the 
bifhop in three hundred pounds, that what money he 
coined fhoftld be of the fame alloy,, affay, and weight* at 
that coined in the tower of Lofedoft. fbf. 

However none of this coinage, .or indeed any of fcft 
money ftruck in this reign, have reached our time ; Mr. 
Snelling fays that he never faw a penny of king Henry the 
ftventh, before his eighteenth year, which was feveral years 
after the death of this bifhop. 

Richard Fox, 1irJt bifhop of Exeter, then of Wells, and 
from thence translated to Durham, of which fee he had 
the temporalities yeftored the eighth day of September, 
an. .1494. Had fc great an influence m the court of king 
Henry the eighth, that he prevailed upon that monarchy 
his acceffion, to confummate his marriage with the princefs 

(a) The four marks paid to the warden of the tower, was probably a duty for the 
ftamps, which all the "charter mints were obliged to pay. Vide Mr. Pegge's Eflay 
on the Origine of the Metropolitical and other Subordinate- Mints; p. 89, 90, 
and gi« 

H>) Vide Appendix, letter &. 

Catherine 
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Catherine of Arragon, widow of prince Arthur, though K.Hen.Vtt. 

acced. an* 

Henry had intended after his father's death, to have fet 1485, died 
afide the marriage. an ' I5 ° 9 ' 

After fitting in the chair oF Durham feven years, he 
was removed to Winchefter, an. 1502 ; he made fome im- f 
provements in the caftle of Durham, and founded and en- 
dowed Corpus Chrifti college in Oxford ; he alfo built 
an elegant chapel to Winchefter cathedral, in which he 
is buried, under a Hone upon which his effigy is curiouf- 
ly wrought. 

Bifhop Fox, by his indenture made the twentieth of Ja- 
nuary, an. 1495, appointed during his pleafure William 
Richerdfon, of Durham, yeoman, chief mafter of his mint; 
the money to be coined by him was to be of the fame 
weight and finenefs as the regal money* and the bifhop 
covenanted to give him for his fervices the fame emolu- 
ments as the matters, and workers in the royal mints 
received; and alfo that the chancellor of the bifhopric, 
who was alfo comptroller of the mint, (hould take a 
penny in every pound weight of filver, which was to be 
put in a bag by the mint-ma ft er, and by him depoGted in a 
coffer, which was to have two locks, the key of one of which 
was to be kept by him, and the other by the comptroller ; 
and Richerdfon covenanted that he would make the money 
in an elegant manner, and diftinguifh it by fifch privy 

I mark 
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K,H*n.VlI. rpark 3$ the bifliop fhould order, that it might be known 
1485, died from any money that might be counterfeited; he alio co 
an ' i5 °* 1 venanted to indemnify his lordfhip againft the merchants 
for the money that fhould be brought to the mint to be 
coined ; a«d as a fecurity for the performance of thefe co- 
venants* he, with feveral others, were bound in the fuin 
of twa hundred pounds. 

What the particular diflinfHons were upon this money* 
is uncertain, as we have none of his until the eighteenth 
year of this reign ; but after that time both the regal and 
prclatical money is pretty numerous. 




^tj&t&apynj a^u^cc^nj^^ iAkxx 



No. Ii 
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Mo. i, has this epigraphe upon the obverfe, hinric di K.Hen.vA 

acced. an. 

c anlie z fr. the reverfe reads, givitas dvrham. This 1485, died 
is. the firft time that we have the name of the city fo fpelt; "*' ,509> 
and is the general way we find it upon the money of the 
fucceeding bifhops ; upon the arms- of the chair on the ob- 
verfe, and the extremity of the upright of the crofs are mi- 
tres, though iinperfe&ly reprefented : on the fides of the 
fhieid, near the bottom, are the letters r. n. for RicardUs 
Dunehnenfis. 

No. s, is the reverfe of a penny of this bHhop : it reads, 
ci vitas dirham, with a rofe after the firft word, and a mi* 
tre upon the top of the upright of the crofs, as the laft, but 
this is more diftin^l, and the fame tetters, R. o. alfo for 
Afcardus Dunelmenfis, which are placed, as on the precede 
tag coin. 

No. 3, fs alfo the reverfe of another penny of his; the 
legend is civitas d.rham : this coin is peculiar m having, 
the mitre much, larger than the others, upon the reverfe ; 
and inflead of being placed upon the upright of the crofs,. 
it is fet upon the fhield, and the upper part of the up* 
right is wanting : none of the above have any mint-mark. 

It may perhaps be- thought not a little extraordinary, 
that we mould have feveral fpecimens of this bifhop's mo- 
ney coined, in, the year 1502, (which. was that of the re— 

Li coinage); 



K.Hen.VH. coinage) and none before either of his, or of his predecef- 
1485, died for'i, in this reign. However, the above pennies were 
*"* I5 ° 9 ' certainly (truck in this year, in which this prelate was alfo 
tranflated to Winchefter, and the type of them will not let us 
fuppofe they could be coined before : this may be accounted 
for, from the great quantity of money that mud have been 
coined at this time both in the royal and charter mints, to 
fupply the place of that fent in to be recoined ; and as the 
penny was the mod current fort then ufed, (and confe- 
quently would be the mod worn and defaced), it may be 
the reafon why the pennies ftruck in this reign, before the 
eighteenth year, have entirely difappeared. 

William Sever, Sevier, Seveyer, or, as he is fometimes 
called, Sinows (aj, was tranflated from Carlifle to this fee, 
the temporalities of which were given him, the fifteenth of 
Oclober, an. 1502. We know very little of this bifhop, more 
than that he died an. 1505, and was buried in St. Mary's 
abbey, in York, of which he had been abbot. 

(a) Some write hit name Sewer, and fay that he took his mane from his father's 
mean trade, which was a fewer-maker, ofShinklift,inEafingtonWard, near Durham. 



No. 1, 
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^_Jfi»t*tAC<t *t/tMJrv€<r. 



No. i, is the reverie t>f a penny of his ; the legendary ^J-^J* 

circle reads, civitas dir ... the upright of the crofs that 1485 died 

an. 1509. 
runs through and divides the fliield, ends in an ornament- 
ed crofier ; and below the bars of the crofs, on each fide 
of the fliield, is 1, s. for Johannes Sever. 

No. 2, has on one fide of the king, a crofier : it has this 
epigraphe, henric di gra rex a. the reverie has this le- 
gend, civitas dirham with d. s. for Dunelmenfis Shirwood. 

No. 3, it is apprehended is a coin of this prelate; the 
epigraphe upon the obverfeis the fame as that of No. 2.; 
it has the crofier on this fide behind the chair, but wants 
it and the initials upon the reverie, which has this legend, 

CIVITAS 
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K- Hen. VH. C i vitas dirham. As the crofier is upon both No. i, and 

acced. an. r * "*" 

1485, died No. 2, which undoubtedly are of this bifhop's coining, we 
have ventured to engrave this as a penny of his. 











* *r 
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*s€mt4 ^K&.t&ad^tfrrtdae,. 



Chriuopher Bainbridge, or Bambridge, was elecVd to 
this fee, after it had been vacant two years ; the tempoia* 
lities were reftored to him, November the fevemeenth, an. 
1507 : the year following he was tranflated to York, and 
in the following reign he received a red hat from the pope. 

We have none of his money, as bifhop of Durham ; and 
from the very (hort time he fat, it is probable he might 
never coin any (a). 



(a) Bifhop Bainbridge, as primate of York, coined both half groats and penniet, 
which have m X «ad a & am mch U» U rbc4ki<iA,wfm the rtvafc, <dw faoacrof 

Thomas 
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Thomas Rut ha 11, or Rowthall, was clewed to this fee, K.Hen.vit 
aa. 1508, and had the temporalities reflored to him Ju- i^'dkd: 
ly the third, in the following year, which was not till after an ' l5 ° 9 ' 
the death of king Henry the feventh, fo that he could not 
be fuppofed to have coined any money in this reign ; we 
mail therefore fpeak more particularly of him in the next. 

King Henry the eighth acceded an. 1509, and died an. k. Henry 

*V.^ VIII. ac- 

*549> ceded an. 

1509, died* 
an. I549.-T 

Under this prince was the zenith of epifcopal grandeur, 
and alfo the period of its decline, in this kingdom, which- 
was more particularly felt by the metropolitans and the 
bifliops of Durham, as the right of coining money was ta- 
ken from them* by which means they were deprived of 
o£ their mofl fplendid privileges. 



The pennies of this reign are very common ; they bear 
die fame type as the laft king's, as alfo the legend, until the 
eighteenth year of this reign,, when it was changed for H*. 
». c. rosa sinasnna ; the two laft words, however, are ge- 
nerally, if not always* abbreviated. 

Mr. Snelling, who has given us fome little account of the- 
coins of the archbiihops Warham, Cranmer, Bainbridge,. 

which it for the monogram of bit cbriftian, and the latter for the initial of hi» far- 
name; it u probable, he diftinguiflied hit Durham money, (if ha coined any) itt- 
this manner. 

Wolfeyy 
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X Henry Wolfey and Lee, as primates of Canterbury and York, af- 
ceded an. fords us no information with refpe£ to thofe of the bifhops 
JJ'^tgf °* tll * s ^ ee > perhaps he might be influenced by what Mr. 
Leake has faid of this mint in the reigns of king Henry the 
feventh and eighth, which certainly more confounds than 
explains the matter: that gentleman fays, 'Mr. ThoreJby{a) 
'mentions under this Reign, a Durham Groat, good Mo- 
' .ney, a Httle broader than the Penny, but two Grains 
4 heavier than riie Ariel Standard for the Groat, having 

* the King's Figure fitting in his Robes, as upon the pen- 
' ny, and the fame Legend, h. d. g. rosa. sine spina. Re- 

* verfe, civitas dvrham, with c d or b by the Arms, per- 

* haps, (fays he) for Chriftopher Bain bridge, bifbop of Dur- 
4 ham, 1507 : but this bifliop was tranflated to Tork before 

* this reign ; and as there is a penny of the fame Mint, 

* having the letters c d for the Mint-mark, and we have no 
' Inftance of the Bifhops coining Groats, except Wolfey, 
' it was, no Doubt, the Letters of the Minter, and, by the 

* Size, the Penny Stamp' (b). It is difficult to fay for what 
purpofe, or by what mean the piece with the type of the 
penny and the weight of the groat was ftruck ; but let the 
occafion be what it would, it could not be intended for a 

(«) No. 959. 

[b) Mr. Leake's Hiftorical Account of Englifh Money, p 904. This feled and 
eurious piece, was fold at Mr. Thorefby's fale, March the fixth, an. 1764, for 
three pounds ; it weighed forty-four grains. Vide the catalogue of coins at the end 
of his Ducatus Leodienfis, No. 959. 

groat, 
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groat, as we have no groats of the charter Mints, except *• Henr f 
thofe of cardinal Wolfey, as Mr. Leake obferves, and they ceded an, 
have the fame type as thofe iflued from the royal Mints, £n°?S49* 
except fome local peculiarities : fo no doubt would the 
groats of Durham, (had there ever been any) ; the idea of 
the letters c d being the Mint-mark, or the letters of the 
Minter, will Be fufficiently refuted by the argument made 
ufe of in the preceding reign, and they will be found to 
denote, that; the pennies which have thofe letters were 
coined by Cuthbert Tunftal, and the fuppofed letter b will 
be found to be a mif-engraved c ; but this fliall be more 
fully explained hereafter. 



Bifhops of Durham, during the reign of king, Henry 

the eighth. 

TTHOMAS Ruihall was, in great favor with king Henry 
* the eighth, who made him a privy counfellor, and 
employed him in many important bufinefles both at home 
and abroad. He was ordered by that prince, to draw up 
an account of the royal revenues, which he accordingly 
did ; at the fame time. took an eftimate of his own riches, 
and bound them up in vellum, which he laid up together, 
but unfortunately for him, when Henry fent cardinal Wol- 
fey for the royal eftimate, the fervant by miftake, delivered 
the bifliop's, which the cardinal (though he was apprized 
of the miftake, being jealous of our prelate), prefented to 
the king, telling him it would inform him where to 

K apply 



K. Henry apply when he wanted money; for the bifltop was thp 

VIII. ac- * # . 

ceded an. richeft fubjea in the kingdom, it appearing by this account 
aLj'549- that he was worth one hundred thoufand pounds, a vaft 
Aim for a private perfon to poffefs at that time. When 
the bifhop difcovered the error his fervant bad made, it 
had fo great an effe& upon him, that his uoeafinefs threw 
him into a diforder which put a period to his life ; he died 
at London, on the fourth day of February, an. 1522; liis 
body was de pod ted in St. John's chapel in Weftminfler 
abbey : his monument bears this modeft inscription : 

Hicjactt Tho. Rcwlkall, Efnfcopus Dunelm^ if Regis Hen. VIL 
Secretarius, quit obiit 1524 (a). 






*_/%&> arm** an^m^ / rc^eA^ed dr&vt> dengue* rff^.xJuu/injUt''. 



It is prefumed that we have this bifhop's money both 
with the initial of the chriftian and fur-name upon h t 
with the letter n after the firft, and before the laft. 

\a) The date upon the monument is erroneous, it fhould be 1542. 

No. i t 
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No. i t is the reverie of a penny of his, it has the legend, k. Henry 
civitas dirham, with the letters d r for Dunelmenfis Ru- ccdcc i a a £ 
lhall, on each fide below the bars of the crofs that quarter l ^° 9 ' d !* d 

* an. 1549. 

tlie fhield of arms, being the firft time we fee them there ; 
aver the fhield is a large mitre. 

No. 2, has this epigraphe upon the olbverfe, henric. d*. 
gra. rex. agl. z. and upon the reverfe the legend reads 
civitas dvrham, with t. d. forThomas Dunelmenfis, placed 
over the arms, which is the only inftance we have of any 
of thefe initial letters being put there : the mint-mark is a 
fleur-de»lis r there ia alfo a fleur-de-lis upon each of the 
arms of the chair, on the obverfe. Some have the fleur- 
de-lis at the beginning and end of the legend upon the firft 
fide. As this bifhop and cardinal Wolfey, were both 
paflorsof this fee, and had the famechriftian name, it may 
be difputed whether this laft fort may not as well belong to* 
Wolfey as to him; particularly as the former was alfo bi- 
fhop of Durham before the eighteenth year of this reign ; 
this obje&ion however wHl, it is hoped, be removed whea 
we come to fpeakof the cardinal's money. 

Thomas Wolfey was born in March, 147^ at Ipfwich, in 
the couijty of Suffolk ; his father is faid to have been a 
butcher, but it is more probable that he was a yeoman of 
confiderable property ; he began to be known in the reign* 
of king Henry the feventh, but in that of his fon, he rofe 
to an height that no fubjeft of this, or perhaps any other 

K % kingdom, 
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\iR Cnry kingdom, ever attained ; for befides many fmaller places, 
ceded an. he fucceflively was made a privy counfellor, almoner to hi* 

j 5 09. died . , 

an- 1^49. majefty, bifhop of Tournay, and foon after biftiop of Lin- 
coln, being nominated thereto the eleventh of March/ an. 
1514; in November following he fucceeded cardinal Bain- 
bridge, as archbifhop of York; September the feventh, in 
the next year, at the interceflion of the kings of England, 
and France, he was made cardinal of St. Cicily ; on the 
twenty-fecond of December, the king raifed him to the chan- 
cellorfliip of England, and to crown this great power, he was 
an. 1516 nominated by pope Leo the tenth, legate a latere. 
He alfo held in commendam the rich abbey of St. Albans, 
and the bifhopric of Bath and Wells, which he refigned for 
that of Durham ; *he temporalities of this fee were reftored 
to him April -the thirtieth, an. 15*23, which he held till 
April, an„ 1529 (0) ; when the rich bifhopric of Winchefter 
became vacant, for which he reGgned this of Durham, 
which was vacant one year, during which time Ann 
Boleyn received the profits of it. Befides thefe fees, 
which he a&ually enjoyed, he held thofe of Worcefler, and 
Hereford, in farm, allowing but little out of them to the 
foreign incumbents, which, with the great penfions he re- 
ceived from the emperor Charles the fifth, Francis the firft 
king of France, and other princes, raifed him to a pinnacle 
of power, and grandeur, which could not be exceeded, ex- 

\d) Whilft Wolfey fat in the chair of Durham, he repaired a third part of Tine- 
bridge, towards the fouth end. 

cept 
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«cept by the acquiGtion of the papacy, at Which fce aimed k. Heary 

VIII ac- 
ta varn. As his revenues equalled, fo his power and ftate C cdcd an. 

almoft eclipfed that of his fovcreign. His not furthering ^ "Jjf 
the divorce, which Henry fo -ardently wifhed, made him 
fall under the difpleafure of a prince who never forgave/ 
and his fall was as precipitate as his elevation was fiidden ; 
he died at Leicefler abbey [a) the twenty-ninth of November,' 
1530, upon his return from York, where he had been ar- 
retted for high treafon, and. was then under rhecondu&of 
the lieutenant of the tower* on .his road to London. 

By an a& of parliament paffed an. 1523, and 1543/ 
which related to the condu& of the officers of all the 
different mints in the kingdom; it is provided, that 
it fhall 'not affed the coiners of York* Durefme, or Can*- 
* terbury' [b). ; 

As primate of York, and bifhop, of Durham, his mints 
Tupplied great part of the north of the kingdom with . 
money, which is numerous of both places, efpecial- 
ly the former. We may Form fome idea of the quan- 
tity of money coined, and the profits accruing from the lat- 
*? * * 

(a) The am^of of thefe flieets, tvben at Leicefler, went to* view the abbey, purpofely 
to fee if any memorial TemainecTof cardinal Wqlfey over the pla^e of hisJepultuie, 
but there was none ; where he was buried, it is believed, is now a garden. 

(b) Aft palled an. 1522, and 1523, tlie 14th and 15th of king Henry the eighth, 
cap. 12. intitled, An aft what coiners (hall do that make money at any mint within 
England. Vide .PkkeringYJbtutes at Jarge, vol. vi. page 16*4. 
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k. Hc^ry ter, by the following extra& of a ktter From Mr. Williaitt 

Vili» ac - 

ceded an. Frankeleyn (a), to the cardinal, in which he fays, 4 Atfny 
an? 9 i 5 49. 4 laft being at London I fpake to a firehde to pinvyde me fil- 
4 ver for coining at Durefme and on good fryday I received 
4 a Ire from hym wherby I p'ceive that I (hall have of hym 
** every yere iaoo/, of filver whiche wilbe very profettable 
4 bothe to your grace 8c alfo to all the cuntrie I intend to 
4 bringe downe with me from London as miche filver as I 
4 can get & 2 or 3 moo coynars and alfo we mufl have many 
4 moo coyning yrons for I receivid but 24 from Mr. Tonyes 
4 whiche yrons will endure but a litell fpace if we have 
4 plentie of Give* 8c Workmen as I truft to have' (b). It will 
now be proper to examine the coins themfelves. 




\j%& 



€W79t4 



tVPUUi 



covn* 



€& f ^U^Una//H^U€y/, 



(a) William Frankeleyn, B. D. was then reflor of Houghton le Spring, in the 
bilhopric of Durham, archdeacon of Durham, and temporal chancellor there. 

; (b) Vide colkaions in Fidde's life of cardinal Wolfey, page 165, See. Printed 
from the original in the Cotton library. 

He 
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He coined groats and half groats at York* but only pen- k. Henry 

VIII* 2lC~ 

uie& at Durham, and thcfe may be divided into two parts, ceded an. 
thofe ftrack before, and thofe after the eighteenth year of Jn^jj? 
this reign. < 

No. i, is of the former fort ; the epfgraphe on the ob- 
verfe is, henric ni gra rex agl. between the words there- 
are foall crofles, as the obverfes of his money generally 
have,; upon the reverie the legend reads, civitas dvrrak, 
and the letters d. w. upon the fides of the fhiekl, above 
the ban of the crofs, which mull be read Duuelmenfis. 
Wolfey. As he .and his immediate predeceffor of this fee 
were of the fame chrifltan name,, he might not chufe to- 
put the initial of his ferft name upon his money of Dur- 
ham, except there was alio that of w for Wolfey ; this is a 
pretty flrong proof that thofe with the letters t. d> upon 
them have been properly placed to bMbop Ruthall. 

No. 2, is the reverfe of a penny of his ; it reads civitas 
dvrram, and has alfo the intials d. w. but has not the 
cardinal's hat : both this, and No. 1, have the flar for the 
mint-mark, the former on both fides ; from which circum- 
Hance, it is probable this penny -was alfo coined before the 
eighteenth year of this reign. 

In the year 1527, when thefecond coinage of this reign; 
took place, king Henry the eighth gave the cardinal a com- 
miffion reflecting equalling his coins to thofe of the neigh- 

bouring 
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k. Henry bouring counties (a), i. c. the royal money in general: 

^r 111 2tC» __ 

ceded an" This commiffion no doubt receded his mints, both of 

Im°^M9 C . d Yor k anc * Durham, and probably enjoined him to copy 

the type of the new money, to prevent defrauds being 

ufed, by having more than one kind of money in the 

kingdom. 

No. 3, is a penny of the cardinal's, of the type of king 
Henry's fecond coinage ; the epigraphe of the obverfe is 
h d g Rosa sie s?\je; they however generally read spia'(6/; 
the legend upon the reverfe is, civitas dvrham, with the 
initials t. w. for Thomas Wolfey, fet as the letters upon No. i f 
and 2 are, and at the bottom of the fhield, is the cardinal's 
hat. It mud be here obferved, that all his coins of York, 
after the eighteenth year of this reign, have the fame let- 
ters placed as they are upon this penny ; in which he was 
followed by his fucceffors in both fees. The mint-mark is 
a crefcent ; others have the trefoil, fleur-de-lis, ftar, and 
perhaps feveral others. 

The coins of cardinal Wolfey, of the Durham mint, of 
this fecond coinage, are much fcarcer than thofe of the 
firft ; the reafon is, that he refigned this bifhopric in a lit- 

(a) A copy of this commiffion was in the collection of the late Mr. Snelling ; it 
was, together with his books and manufcripts fold by auction by Samuel Peaterfon 
in London, March the fourteenth, 1774. Vide the catalogue, page 91. 

(b) All the money of this fecond coinage has the above legend, except a coin of 
Thomas Cranmore, archbilhop of Canterbury, which has the old epigraphe, with 
the name and tide. 

tie 
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tie more than a year after the fecond coinage of king Hen- k. Henry 
ry the eighth took place. ^dJj \* 

1509, died 
an. 1549. 

Cuthbert Tunftall, or Tonftall, is fuppofed to be the 
fon of Sir Brian TunRall(fl), who gallantly diflinguifhed 
himfelf at the battle of Floddon; his great abilities as an 
orator, divine, and lawyer, gained him the patronage of 
archbiihop Warham, who recommended him fo effe&ually 
to king Henry the eighth, that he promoted him to the of- 
fice of matter of the rolls, lord privy feal, and then bifliop 
of London, from whence he was tranflated to Durham, the 
temporalities of which fee were reftored to him the twenty- 
fifth of March, an. 1530. It was probably the great efteem 
Henry had for him, that preferved this fee from falling a 
prey to his rapacious courtiers. 

In the next reign, when the reformation took place, he 
{hewed himfelf a friend to the papal fee, for which he was 
depriyed and imprifoned in the tower of London, and by 
an a& of parliament pa fifed an. 1533, this bifliopric was 
diffolved, and given to the crown. This fhameful bufinefs 
was planned and brought about by John Dudley, who 
wilhed to add this palatinate to his dukedom, which would 

[a) Sir Bryan Tunftall, of Thurland-caftle, in the county of Lancafter, was de- 
fcended of an ancient family ; the firft perfon of note of this name is faid to be 
barber to William the conqueror, in memory of which humble office they bore for 
.their arms fable, three combs, or. This family diftinguifhed themfclves in the wars 
between York and Lancafter, as ftrenuous partizans of the latter. 

L have 



[ 74 1 

K. Henry navc made him almoft fovereign of the north part of the 

VIII. ac- ° r 

ceded an. kingdom ; it was a fortunate circumftance that it was not 
an.° 1549. parcelled out and fold, as by that means the bifhopric 
would have been irrecoverably loft. 

King Edward did not long furvive this tranfa&ion, and 
queen Mary, who fucceeded him, reftored him to his liber- 
ty, and moft of the revenues of this feet 

It mud be here obferved, to' the immortal honor of our 
prelate,; that he never would permit any perfon in his dio- 
cefe to be moteAed upon account of religion, faying he 
would not imbrue his hands in protectant blood. This 
benign example was too little attended to by his fanguinary 
brethren in the reign of that gloomy bigotted princefs, yet 
could not this mild and gentle behaviour procure him 
fafety after the death of queen Mary, for upon his declin- 
ing to take the oath of fupremacy to her fucceffor queen 
Elizabeth, and endeavouring to purfuade others to follow 
his example, he was again .deprived of his mitre, and 'put 
into the cuftody of archbittiop Parker, who treated him 
with great humanity till his death, which happened in the 
eighty-fifth year of his age, at that primate's palace of Lam- 
beth, November the eighteenth, an. 1559. He was buried 
in the chancel of that church. His chearful difpoution, 
with his great knowledge in mathematics and arithmetic,. 

together 
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together with many other accomplifhments he poffeffed, ren- 
dered his company both pleating and inftrullive. He was a 
great benefa6lor to the fee of Durham, a lover of learned 
men, many of whom he retained in his own palace, which 
was always open to the poor and unfortunate. 



K. Henry 
VIII. ac- 
ceded an. 
1 509, died 
an. 1^49. 




No. i t is a penny of this prelate; it differs fcarcely in any 
one circumftance from thofeof Wolfey's fecond coinage up- 
on the obverfe ; the reverfe has this legend, civitas 
bVRRAM ; upon the fides of the fliield, above the bar, are 
c. d. for Cuthbertus DunelmenGs. 



There is fome little variety of his money of this fort, 
on the reverfe ; fome of them have no croffes be- 
tween the legend, others have only fingle ones placed as 
upon this coin, befides feveral other ways too tedious to 
mention. 

L 2 No. 2, 
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K. Henry No. 2, is alfo a penny of this prelate, the chair is the 

VIII. ac- ^r 

ceded an. only difference upon the obverie from No. 1, the arms of 
ln°%ig. which are broader, and the ornaments at the top of them 
are feemingly meant for mitres; the reverfe reads, civitas 
dvrham : the fir ft initial is blundered, being an e, as they 
were then made, fet the contrary way. This, however, 
is evidently only a miftake of* the engraver for a- c : j- and as 
the other letter is a d, they mull be read Guthbertus Du- 
nelmenus. This cpin was perhaps ftruck in the confufion 
that preceded the abolition .of this Mint. As the letter e 
can have no connecliori wjtjr $he name of any prelate of 
this fee in this reign, forae gentlemen may be inclined to 
read the initials Epifcopus Dunelraenfis; but that defcrip- 
tion is too general, and what we do not find upon any of 
the prelatical money coined in England. 

No. 3, has the fame. legends as No. 1, but it has not the 
lead appearance in other refpeds, of an epifcopal coin ; 
the arms of the chair are plain, and the reverfe is without 
any initials ; it has the ftar for the mint-mark, as No. i, 
and 2, and which mod (if not all) of bifhop Tunftall's 
have. 

This coin was probably ftruck jufl before king Henry 
deprived this fee and the two metropolitical ones of the 
privilege of a Mint, and to avoid that jealoufy which the 
king difcovered at thefe charter Mints, it might be judged 

prudent 
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prudent to omit every epifcopal and local diftin&ion, that *^ T J{ cniT 
could give offence, ceded an. 

i5og 9 died 



It now only remains to (hew how this prelate and his 
fucceflbrs loft the fovereign prerogative of coining money, 
which had been fo long ufed by the bifhops of this fee. 

When Henry threw off the papal fupremacy, he abridg- 
ed the clergy of many of their ancient rights. The two 
primates, and the bifhops of Durham and Ely, were each 
pofleQed of feveral places which they governed indepen- 
dently of the general laws of the kingdom : they alfo en- 
joyed fome other great privileges, particularly the three 
former who each coined money in their metropolitical 
and epifcopal cities. To re-unite to the fovereign thefe 
parts of the royal prerogative, an ad of parliament palled, 
an. 1535, which took away all local governments that were 
lodged in the hands of fubje&s (0). 

[a) AEL pafled 87 Hen. V11L cap. xxiv. intitled, ( An aft for recontinuing liber- 
4 ties in the crown/ It recites that 4 divers of the moil ancient prerogatives and 
* authorities of juftice, appertaining to the imperial crown of this realm, have been 
4 fevered and taken from the fame by fundry gifts of the King's mod noble progenia 
4 tors, kings of this realm, to the great detriment of the royal eftate of the fame, and 
4 to the great delay of juftice; for reformation thereof it was enabled, that no fubjeft 
4 whatever fhould after the firft day of July, in the following year pardon any per- 
4 fon guilty of treafon, murder, or felony nor make juftices of Eyre aflize, of the 
4 peace or goal delivery ; all writs in a county palatine, or other liberty, were to be 
4 made in the king's name; and by the fame aft feveral other inferior privileges were 
4 abolilhed.' As fome compenfation for the lofs of fuch valuable rights, bifhop Tun- 
ftall, and his fucceflbrs, and their temporal chancellors were made perpetual juf- 
tices of the peace within the palatinate. 

There 
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jl Henry There is no notice whateyer taken in this ad of the 

VIII. ac- 

ceded, an. Mints, either of Durham, or of thoie of the primates : how- 
an^Hg. ever, there is not a doubt but their abolition was under- 
ftood by the preface to it. It was not then perhaps thought 
neceffary to be very exaft in wording it, few fubje&s being w 
hardy enough to difpute the will of fo powerful and ty- 
rannic a prince as Henry the eighth. . 

The retrenching of the clergy, and the alteration which 
that king made in the religion, was far from meeting with 
the approbation of the whole kingdom* Dangerous com- 
motions broke out, particularly in the northern counties 
and amongft others, in that of Durham, the caufe of which 
was to re-eftablifh ecclefiaftical matters in the fame 
ilate that they were in, at the beginning of king Hen- 
ry's reign; particularly to reftore thofe privileges which 
the archbifhop of York, and the bifhop of Durham, had juft 
been deprived of [a). 

Henry gave them little or no fatisfa&ion in his anfwer 
to their petition, in which he does not feem to flatter, or 
wifh to conciliate their affection (b). 

[a) One of the demands given by Sir Thomas Hilton, one of the commtffioncrs 
appointed by the mal-contents (with feveral noblemen and gentlemen) to treat with 
the duke of Norfolk, the kings lieutenant in the north was, 4 Alfo the libertys of the 
4 Church to have old Cuftomes, as the County Palatine of Durham, Beveiley, Ri- 
4 pon, St. Peter of Yorke, and fuch other, by Aft of Parliament/ 

(b) King Henry tells the people in anfwer to their petitions, that they aie but 
brutes, and inexpert folk. It is obfervable, that this, with feverol other parts, were 
interlined by this prince himfelf. Vide Speed's Hift of Great Britain, p, 776. 

It 
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It is certain that he never complied with that part of k. Henry 
their prayer which refpe&ed the palatinate of Durham, ei- CC dedwL 
ther by reftoring it to its ancient manner of government, J^ctj? 
or permitting the bifhops to have their Mints which they 
had fo long enjoyed ; for this city never appears as * 
place of coinage, even for the regal money, although the 
cities of Canterbury and York, as well as that of Briftol, 
were honored with royal Mints, in the latter end of this, 
?md the beginning of the next reign ; it will then follow, 
that there never was any money coined at Durham after 
the year 1536* 

The place of coinage is not now exa&ly known ; at 
Canterbury and York there are (till places called the Mint 
Yard, but there is no place that bears any fuch name in> 
Durham ; we are certain that it was cuftomary to coin 
the money in thefe charter Mints within the city, and o£ 
ten within the caftle, or palace of the prelates who were 
forbid to have their Mints without the gates of the city (a). 
That the Mints of Durham were in the palace, or caftle; 
fo early as the reign of king Richard the firft* we learn 
from the legend of St. Guthbert, which fays, in fpeaking- 
of the repairs of that edifice, by bilhop Fox. 4 The Tower 
• of this caftle (Durham) (in which bi/hop Poytier had licence* 

(a) Mr. Pegged Effay on the Originc of the Mettopolitical Mint,, fee. p. 53, 54, 
and 55. 

from 
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it. Henry * from Richard thefirft, to fet up a Mynt and coyne money) 
ceded an. * was greatly repaired by biftiop Fox [a) \ and it continued 
u^54gf until l ^ e re *g n °f k* n g Richard the fecond to be alfo the 
place of the bifhop s coining money, as may be feen from 
the following extrad from the Halmote court at Durham, 
*395* * Willus Ward ven. hie in cur, cl. cepit de dno* 
4 unam domus fuper placea in caftro Dunolm. Vocal 
1 Monezo Hous una. cum al. camera ulta portam Vocal 
4 Owanefzate tenend. quofq. aliquis monetarius venerit, 
* qui in ead. Monetam fac» Voluerit Redd, inde per an. 
4 6d. PL Halmote apud Chefter, die Jovis poft fm. S. EdL 
1 Epi. An. Pont, vij 1395. [b) % Either the caftleor palace 
of Durham is mentioned as the place of coinage in many of 
the licences and appointments of the latter bifhops of this 
fee, to their mint-matters, before the abolition of the mint 
in the reign of king Henry the eighth (r); and in the va* 
luation of this bifhopric, taken an. 1534, the firft item is* 
" The fcite of the caftle of Durham, with the coinage of 
" money, 8/. ds. 8d." 

(a) Legend of St. Cuthbert, 8cc. by Robert Hegg, 1636, reprinted at Darlington, 
by George Smith, 1777, p. *8, and sg. 

(b) The Halmote Court Copyhold books, anno primo, ufq. 17 m. Skirlaw, p. 15a. 

(c) Vide Appendix letters, F. G. K. 

FINIS. 
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PLATE I. Page i. 

r "T l HE arms of the right reverend the lord bifliop of Durham, impaled with thole 
of his diocefe. 

II 13. Bifhop Pudfey. 

From Speed's maps, page 89. 

HI 16. Bifhop Beak. 

The great fcal of bifhop Beak, from vol. v. of the archaeologia, p. 339. Coins, 
No. 1. is in Mr. Barker's cabinet. No. *. is from the fupplement to the plates 
publilhed by the fociety of antiquaries, $1. i. No. 54. 

IV 19. Bifhop Beak. 

Is from Snelling's view of the filvcr coinage, plate ii. No. 9. 

.- . V so. Bi/kop Keltm. 

No. 1. is from plate i. of the fupplement to thofe publilhed by the fociety of anti- 
quaries. No. J7. No. 9. is in the cabinet of John Scott Hylton, Efq; 

...... VI. - - - - 2«. Bifhop Beaumont. 

Arms from archaeologia, vol. v. p. 3. Coin from plate i. of the fupplement 
to thofe publilhed by the fociety of antiquaries, No. «i. 

VII 97. Bifhop Hatfield. 

Arms from his tomb in Durham cathedral. Coins, No. u and a. from Mr. Bar- 
ker's cabinet. 

VIII. 30. Bifhop Skirlaw. 

Is from Drake's Eboracum. 

• IX. S3* " Cardinal Langley. 

Is from the fame author. 

X 34. Bifhop Ncvil. 

Is from his tomb in Durham cathedral. - 

XI. 35. Bifhop Booth. 

Is from Drake's Eboracum. , 

M PLATE XII. 



8 2 AUTHORITIES for the PLATES. 

Coins Jlruck during the reigns of king Hen. IV. V. and VI. 
/ PLATE XIL P^e' 55. . ~ J! '" ? . . 

No. i. is from Snelling (fame work) pi. ii. No. 23. No. 2. is from pi. iii. of the 
fup. to thofe pub. by the foe. of antiq. No. 4. No. 3. is from pi. ii. of fup. 
to the fame work, No 27. No. 4. isJforajri{ii. of $ip. flp Jtlfc frftie work, No. 16. 

^ - - XIII 40. Bijhop Booth. 

No. 1. is in Mt. Barker's cat. No. a. is from pi. ii?; of the fapr. to thofe pub. \>y 
the foe. of antiq. No. 28. No. 3. is in Mr. Barker's cab* No. 4. is from pi. v. 
of thofe pub. bjjtbel^c.of antiq. No % ji. N0..5* SnetMng-(fame-w>ork) pi. ii. No. 37. 

XIV 47. BSfkop 'Budf^;^ : " :i 

Arms is from Erctefwijk, Cpins, Nor f . isirom pj,* iii. -of -the fup. to thofe pub. 
by the Cocr of antiq. No. a£. ;Na«.# • W-m Mk B*|lfer> cfcb. Hoi 3* i J from pt 
iii. of. the fop- tQ.the fam* workup. %jy m No.. 4* is»fc6ni the: fame pL N01 23. 

XV. — - r 5ft- . Wljhdp Shirwooi*' 

Is from, pi.. ▼. of thtfe puMifhed by thtfocicty.of antiquaries, JNo. 19. 

- -XVI: \ — r $&' : - ' B^hop Fd'xi \ : 

Arms under his piftur$ engr. by Virtue Coins, .No. ijhomMliUg numm. bodl. tab. 
• ^. I^.?,.i6frompl.yi. of thofe pub, l?y the f<)c,o£ajou ^*g»iri Mr. Barter scab* 

^ XVIt 6u Bijhop Sours. 

No. x. is from.pl. iv- of the fup. to thofe pub- by. thd&c. of antiq* No. 5. No. 2. 
from Not 8. of tf^ r^mepl. No. j, from j^ v >vi«of.Uiet^ydf theikneworkvNo.s^ 

XV1I1. f - - - - $a* . • Cardinal Bainiridgc. x 

Is from Drake's Eborecum. . . - - - '. . 

• XIX, -.--• 66*> • Btfhop Ruthalli ~ ' 

Arms. We have ventured to give this as his* arms from Guillim, tho' he doefc notfay 
this bifbop was of this, family. Coins, .No, j»/fooyh pL iv. of the fup. to thofe 
publilhed by the foe. of. antiq. No. 6. No. 2. is from No. 7; of tic fame pL" 

--• XX. ---- 7a. . -Cardiual-Wolfey. 

Arms is from Drake's Ebor. Coins, No. 1. from Snelling?* work as. above, pi. iti*. 
No. 18. No. *. is. frpm.pl. iv. No. 18. of the fup*. to thofe pub. by the foe. of. 
antiquaries. No. 3. is from No. 8. of pi. ,vii. of the body of the fame wotk« 

XXI 75. Bijhop Tun/lall. 

Arms is in many places of the callle of Durham. Coins, No. 1. in Mr. Barker's* 
cab. No. *. is from Wile's numm. bodl. tab.*x. No. 3, from Mr. Allan's col. 

APPENDIX;, 
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CONTAINING . 

Authentic Papers, taken from the Records of DURHAM, &c. 

(A.)' Page to. 

IN the time of King John, there were Mints ia feveral places of England ; and 
- *" Officers employed in the Coinage there ; of which Sort* were the Moneyours, 
EiTayers, and Cuftodes Cuneorum. Thefe Mints and Officers were under the Su- 
^ervifal and dire&ion of the Chief Jufticier, or the Treafurer and Barons of the 
Exchequer. 

1208 In the Ninth Year of King Johns Reign (1208) the Moneyours, Eflkyers 
and Cuftodes Cuneorum of London, were comanded by Writt Patent to appear at 
Weftminfter in the quinzime of St. Deny's to receive there the Kings Commands ; 
and to bring thither all their Dies Sealed up with their Seals, and to S union all 
the Workers of Money of London, and other Perfons, who were Skilled in the Art 
of making Money, to appear there at the fame time. And the like Writts iffued to 
the Moneyours, Eflayers, and Cuftodes Cuneorum, of Winchester, Exeter, Chi- 
cbefter, Canterbury, Rochefter, lpfwick, Norwich, Lenn, Lincoln, York, Carlifle, 

Northamtoa, Oxford, Saint Edmund, and Durham. Madox Hiftory. Exchequer, 

Quarto, 1 vol. 890. 

O EX, 8cc. Omnibus Monetarijs et Examinatoribus monetae et Cuftodibua Cunae- 
orum Londoniae Salutem. Praccepimus vobis, quod ficut vos et veftra diligitit 
fiatim viiis Litteria iftis Signetis Sigillis veftris omnea Cuneos veftroset iitis cum 
iilis apud Weftmonafteriuro, a craftino S. Dionifij in xv. dies, audituri praeceptum 
noftrum. Et facialis fcire omnibus operatoribus nion,etae de Civuate veftra, et eh 
qui fciunt dare confilkim ad faciendam monetara quod tunc fine ibi vobifcurn. Et 
habeatis ibi has Leteras. Teft Domino P. Wintoqienfi Epifcopo apud Weftmon. 
vij die O&obris. 

Subeadem forma fcribitur omnibus Monetarns et examinatoribus monetae, etCuf- 
tpdibus Cuneorum, Wintoniae, Exoniae, Ciceftria, Cantuariae, Rofiae, Gipefwici, 
Norwici, Lennae, Lincolniae, Eboraci, Cardull, Northamptoniae, Oxoniae, San&i Ed- 
mundi, Dunelmi, Fat 9. Jo : m. 5. 

(B.) Page 10. 

From an Exemplification of along In/pexhnus of Royal Charter Liberties and Privileges^ 

granted by feveral kings to the bijhops of Durham t among the Clofe rolls in the 

chancery of Durham. 

M a INSPEXIMUS 
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J253. JNSPEXIMUS infuper quafdam Literas Patentes pnefati Regis Henrici filii Rcgfs 
* Johannis in haec verba. HENRICUS dei gratia Rex Angliac Dominus Hiberaiae 
Dux Normanniae Acquitanniae et Comes Andegavenfis, Omnibus ad quos praefentes 
literae pervenerint falutem, Quia per teftimonium plurimum fide dignorum, et per 
antiquos Cuneos coram nobis exhibitos, et etiam pei Monetam inde fabricatam, 
quam Venerabilis Pater WALTERUS Dunelra. Epifcopus coram nobis protulit acce- 
pimus quod praedeceflbres ejufdem Epifcopi Cuneos fuos apudDunel mum habere con- 
fueverunt reddimus ei Cuneorum fuorum fefinam habenda Ecclefiae Dilnelm. ficut 
praedeceflbres di&i Epifcopi earn habere confueverunt. In cujus rei teftimonium 
has literas noftras eidem Epifcopo fieri fecimus Patentes Telle meipfo apud Windes- 
houfe xii die Junii anno regni noftri triceflimo feptimo. 

(C.) Page 18. 

>3*9« TN the Twelfth Year of King Edward the fecond (13 19) a Writ iffued to the Ba- 
rons of the Exchequer, reciting that the King's Money Minted in his Mints in the. 
Bilhoprick of Durham and the liberty of St. Edmund in the time of King Edward 
the firft, and of the prefem King, had not yet been Aflayed and tried, and com* 
manding them, to caufe the faid Money to be duly Aflayed and tried, and care to 
be taken about the fame in other refpe&s, in fuch manner as was jufl and had been 
Accuftomed. 

T> ARONIBUS per Regem. QuiaMoneta Regis de Cuneis fuisinEpifcopatu Du- 
nelmenfi, et Libertate de San&o Edmundo, tempore Domini Edw d - quondam 
Regis Angliac patris fur feu fuo, aflayata non extitit, feu temptata, ucde plurimum 
admiratur. Mandat Baronibus, quod monetam, fuam in di&is duobus locis modo 
debito affayare et temptare, et ulterius inde fieri faciant, prout juftum fuerit in hac 
parte, et alias fieri confuevit. T: Rege apud Eboracum, 30 die Novembris anno* 
duodecimo. Per Confilium. Hilr Brevia i*. Ed. a. Rot. 79. — Madox Hiflory- 
.Exchequer Quarto. 1 voh p. *g*. 

(D.) Page 26. 

In the 6th Vol. o/Rjmers Fadra Manufcript Copy in the Cotton Library (but not in thS- 
printed volumes) are the three following Patents for Coining Money at Durham. 
x 344- QYLLABUS Index 32 pro (Richard Bury) Epifcopo Dunolm, de 
dw.3a.k.J c une j s pro Sterlingis Number 93. Tanners Notitia page 113 
lays pro Txibus Cuneis pro Sterlingis Monetis Regis fabr-icandn 

*345« 
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1345* 19A Edw. 3^. Syllabus Index 33 pro (TUchard Bury) Epifcppo Dunolm. 
de Cuneis Liberandis, Number 103. 

134.5. De Cuneis (Ele&o- Thomas Hatfield) Epifcopo Dunelm. Liberandis, 
Number 136. 

* # * The Author bad theft Patents ft arched far > but without fuccefs. 

(E.) Page 39. 

Pro flsaur: Booth) Epifcopo Dunelmenfi de Obolis Fabricandis. 
Rymer's Fcedra Vol. XL f>. 783. Pat. 13. Ed. 4, p. k m. 12, 
^. D. 1473, 

T^EX Omnibus, ad quos 8cc. Salutem. Sciatis quod, Cum Venerabilis Pater Lait- 
rentius nunc Epifcopus Dunolmenjis^ ac Pofleflbres fui Epifcopi Loci illius, a 
tempore quo non extat memoria, Mouetam Sterlingorum, inter alia, juxta Liberta- 
tem fuam Regalem, Dunolmi fabricari fecerint 8c confueverint : Hinc eft quod idem 
Epifcopus* Monetam Obolorum, infra Liberia tem praedi&am, noftra Difplicentia mini- 
xne mediante, fabricari facere in tend it ut accepimus : Et licet idem Epifcopus hujuf- , 
modi Monetam Obolorum, infra eandem Libertatem fabricari ufus non fuerit ; Nos 
tamen, quod ipfe nunc Epifcopus eandem Monetam tarn Sterlingorum quam Obo- 
lorum ibidem, totiens quotiens Gbi placuerit, abfque Difplicentia noftra, quamdiu 
nobis placuerit, fabricari facere valeat licite k impune, bene contenti fumus. 

Et ulterius Volumus, et per praefentes Concedimus prafato Epifcopo quod bene 
licebit eiStandarda et Truffellos pro hujus modi Moneta Sterlingorum et Obolorum 
in Libertate pradi&a fabricanda, ad libitum fuum, cum Opus fuerit, de tempore in 
tempus, quamdiu nobis placuerit, fieri facere abfque aliqua Profecutione, inde penes 
Nos aut Thefaurarium et Barones de Scaccario noftro aut alios OflSciarios feu Mi- 
niftros noftros quafcumque aliquo modo facienda; Et quod nee prafatu* Epifcopus, 
nee Succeffores fui, occafione praemifforum, feu alicujus eorum, per acceptationem 
Prafentium, de Libertate pracdi&a aliquo modo in futurum eftoppentur feu praeju- 
dicentur; fed omnibus Libertatibus et Regaliis fuis perantea ulitatis gaudeant et 
utantur, prxfentibus non obftantibus. 

In cujus ire. Tefte Rege, apud Coventie, vicefimo primo Die Julii 1473. Per ipfum 
Regem, et de Data pradiSa, Au&oritatt Parliament}. 

(P.) Page 
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• (F.) Page 40. 

26 Auguft, Licence to make Coining Jrons at Durham. From the Clofe Rolls 

of the Chancery there temp. Bi/hop Booth. 

Roll. A. No. T AURENCE be the grace of God Bufohop of Durefme andChauncellcr of Eng- 
Booth. aUr • "^ l an< * to *N criften people This ptfent Wryting herying or feying gretyng in 
•God everlaftyng for fo much as our Sov'ftigne Lord Kyng Edward the fourt of hys 
habundant grace has licencid Us for to grafe and to make Conyng Iryns both for 
Penys and half penys neceffarie for our Mynt hiDurefme at our plcafour within our 
Caftell of Durefme We there fore have affigned and licencid our wel belo\7d 
William Omoryghe of Yorke Goldfmyth for to make grave and prynte 'y dofen 
Truffellys and j dofen Standerdys for Penys and iiij Standerdys and viij Truffelys 
for half pennys, within our Caftell of Durefme be the advyfe and overfyght of our 
•ryght trufty and welbeloved maft Henry Gyllowe Chaunceller of Durefme In 
witnelfe her of We have to this p'fent Wrytyng fet our gret Scale Ycven at Du- 
refme the xxvj day of Auguft the Yere of our Confecrationthe .w/«n- 

(G.) Page 40. 

:Same roll and '474* A ^ike *-* ccncc f rom tne f amc Bifhop to the faid Wm. Omoryghe to make 
number. A\. g ra f e an( j prynte iij dofen Truffels and y dofen of Standerdys for Penys 

within his Caftell of Durefme, Dated the iiyth. day of Auguft in the 17 th year 
of his Confecration* 

(H.) Page 46, 
Lie: faciend: lez Conyng Irens apud Dunelm. Dudley Rot. A. 
No. 1 3* Clofe Rolls at Durham. 

Wm. Dudley. x 477« T^flLLE YAM be the grace of God Bufshop of DuTefme to all people 
* this prefent writyng herying or feying gretyng in God everlaftyng 
know ye that for fo moch as ourc Sove r igne Lord Kyng Edward the fourth of his 
"habundand grace has licenfed Us for to grafe and to make Conyng Iryns both for 
Penys and half penys neceflarye for oure Mynte at Durefme at our plcafour within 
cure Caftell of Durefme. We therfbre hafe affigned and licenced our welbeloved 
Willyam Omoryghe of Durefme Goldefmyth for to make grave and prynte iij dofen 
Truffels and ij dofen Standerdys for Penys and ij dofen Truffels and j dofen Stan- 
derdys for half penys within our Caftell of Durefme be the Advyce and ourefight of 

ourc 
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bure right trtifly aa*J wfllbefoved Mayftcr John Kelyng ourc Cbauncciler of DuTefme 
and John Raket ou*e deputes ihcir in that behal* In witneffe herof we haf to this 
oure prefent Wxiiyng be the Handy* of John Kelyng Gierke, oure Chaunc$Uer fet 
sure gTeie Seale Yeven at Durefiaie the x^t. daye of March the yere of oure Con- 
fscracyon' the fuft. 

(I.) Page 50. 

'Pro (Johan Sherwood) Epifcopo Dunelmenfi y Sterling™ fabric andh. 

Rymefs Fadera, Vol. 12. p: 252. Ex Bundel. infra Turrim 

JUo.nd: n. 58. 

Temp. Ric: 3.A.D. 1484. 

TO THE KING OUR LTAGE LORD, 

ly MEMORANDUM quod, duodecimo Die Decerakris Anno Regui Regw Ricardi 
*** "* Tertii Sectmdo, . ifta &Jla Iiberata,fuit Domino Cancellark) Anglue apud 
Weftmonafteriuro exeqiienda. 

Pleafe it yourHighnes, of youre mooft Noble Grace, to commaunde your Ghaun* 
celler of England todireft your Wrytte, under your Grete Seall, unto the Trcforer 
and Barons of. your Efchcquer, after the Fourme hereafter enfuyng. 

" R. R. 

REX The&urarie 8c Baron ib us fui$ de Scaccarlo, Salutem* 
Mandamus Vobis quod, Receptis de Venerabili Patre Johanne Epifcopo Dunol- 
nunji Tiibus Standardis 8c Novem Truflfelli*' niptis, pro Moneta Steilingorum in 
liberate fua Regali Dunolmenfi fabricanda nuper £a£Us, Tria Standard* 8c Novem 
Truflellos de novo fieri 8c praefato Epifcopo liberari facialis^ 
Telle Rege apud WefimonaJlmum y 8cc.- 

(K.) P*gp *6. 

* John Sherwood Bijh'bp of Durham, Appointment of George S try all, 

his Deputy, to coin Pennys in the Mint there for 3 Tears. From 

the Clofe Rolls in the Chancery at Durham. 5 Hen: 7. A.D. 1 490. 

fT^HIS Indenture made at Durefrae the xxt daye of Septemb' the yere of °"' A# Na * 

"*■ the reigne of Kyng Harry the vy lh - the f th « Betwix the Ryght Rev'end 

Fajhere in God John Bufshopp of Durefme of the one partye and Georg Stray 11 of 

Durefme 
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Durefme Golcfmyth, on the tother partye berith Witneffe that the forcfaid Revrend 
Fathere hath ordenyd and deputed the faid George to occupye his Mynte of Dn- 
refrae with the Coyne of Penys onely from the fefte of Seynt Michell the Archan- 
gell next comying to the end and t'me of iij yeres than next followyng and fully 
complete the faid George difchargyng the faid Rev'end Fathere of iiij rn're yerlcy 
to be payd at Efter and Michelmafle to the Warden of the Towre of London for the 
tyme beyng be even porcyons, if the faid Cunage fo long contenewe In the whilk 
Mynte the faid George (hall wirk gode and lawfull Silver of the fame Alaye Aflaye 
and weght after the maner and cuftome of the Mynte in the Towre at London And 
alfo the faid George {hail fa ve the forefaid Rev r end Fathre harmlefle agayns theKyng 
and all othre as well for the Silver wroght in the fame Mynte as for Silver lefte theyre 
to be coigned and to all thefe Cov'netys abovefaidto be well and trewly p 1 formed and 
keped on the partye of the forfaid George the fame George and Richerd Fether- 
ftanehalghof Burnhall Thorn's Lincolne of Derlyngton X'pofer Warrener of Durh'm 
and Willyam Randfon of Durh'm byndes them and ev'y of them be hymfelff in 
the hole in CCClb. of lawful Inglybh Money to be payde to the faid Rev'end Fa- 
th r e or to his Affignes at the Fefte of Seynt Martyn in Winter next comyng be thies 
p r fentys In Witneffe hereof to the one partye of thcis Indenture! remanyng with 
ihe forfaid Rev r end Fath r e the faid George Richerd Thomas Xpofer and Willyam 
haf put to their Sealys and to the othre Partye of the fame remayning with the forfaid 
George the faid Rev'end Fathre hath put to his Seall the day yeare and place 
abovefaid. 
- N. B. There is a Bond for performance of this Leafe on the Rolls No. 58. 

(L.) Page 58. 
Richard Fox Bifhop of Durham's Appointment to William Richard- 
fori, to be Mafter Workman of his Money of Silver for coining 
Penny s there, from the Clofe Rolls of the Chancery at Durham. 
io Hem 7. A. D. 1495. 

Roll 13. nnHIS Indenture maide betwix the Rcv r ende Fadre in God Rychard by 
Richard Fox. the G'ce of God Bifshop of Durefme on the one partye and Willyam 

Richerdfon of the faid Durefme Yoman on that other partye Whneffeth that the 
faid Rev'end Fadir g'unteth and by this Indenture hath maide ordeigned and *efta* 
blifhed the forfeid Willyam Maift and workman of his Klony of Silver in his Palice 
of Durefme aforefeid To have hold and occupye by hyra or his fufficynte Deputye 
as long as it (hall pleas the faid Rev r end Fadre and the laid Willyam hath undertake 

afor 
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afor the feid Rev'end Fadre to make the fame Mony undir the p'ill and fourme 
followyng that is to fay to make the peny called the Sfleng in the nombre of 
VoundcTroy e cccciiij.** pe'oes in the Founde weight and the Monye (hall be in fyuefs 
accordyng to the Sylver Money of oure Sov'aigne Lord theKyng maid in his Mynte 
withyn his toure erf London that is to fay thePounde weight of the fekl Monye (hall 
hold and be xj Unces and two peny weigh of fyne Silver and xviij*. weight of Alaie 
w'ich is the right Standerd of the Money of England And the feid Rev r end Fadre 
g'unteth to the feid Willyam lyke Remedyes in ey r y Ponnde weight in weight and 
in Alaie as the Kyng g'unteth unto the Maiftres and Workers of his Mony within 
the Towre aforefeid that is to fay two peny weight in the weight of ev r y Ponnde 
and y d . weight in the Allaie above the Standard or undre or !;* weight. in bothe 
and that of all fuch Moneys that the faid Willyam ihall make within the Mynte 
aforefeid it (ball be lawtul to the Chaunceller of the Byfshoprick of the faid Bifshop 
for the tyme beyng Comptrouller of the fame Mynte to take upp of tv'y Pounde 
weight of Silver a peny which Money fo taken fcali be pot in a bagge bye the feid. 
Willyam and the fame bagge pnt in.a coffer with two lokkys of the which one Key 
Ihall rcpoayne with the feid Comptrouller and the other with the forfeid Willyam 
And fortbermore the fame Willyam Rycherdfon graunteth and covenneth thar the 
forfeid mony by him made (halbe well and p'fitly prented coined and fine faQuoncd 
with a Prevy mafkc in the prente fuch as the feid Bufehop (hall appoynte fo that it* 
ttay bfc «vyd«mly knowen from odre Mony conterfeted Mfo the fame Willyam 
g'anieth by theis pffentez to fave defend and fave hannlcfs tho forfeid Rcv r end 
Fadre a gaynftfe the M r chaunte or M r cbauntez for all Mony that is brought to the 
feid Mynte to be coinaed for the which and all othre thies P r miflez aforfeid duly 
and effeftually to be kepte and p' formed in cv r y p r te by the feid Willyam the fame 
Willyam Rychcrcflbn with Robt. Blounte of Durefine, Willyam Tychburn of the 
•Tame Willyam FHeyof the fame and Cuthberte Thompfoti of the fame bindeth 
themfelff by any Obligacytm beryng date the xxiiij day of JannaTy the yew of 
the rtigne of our Sov r aigne Lord the King Heme the vijb* the x lh « in crib to be 
-payd to the forfeid Revead Fadre or his Affigntz as in the feid obltgacyon more 
planly doth appere if evy p te or P'cell of the forfeid Goven'.ntys be by the feid 
Willyam be broken or not obs'*ed as is before fpecifyed In Witneffe whereof the 
fcide Ftyes enterchaungeaWy have pnt to their Sealys Yeven the **t day of Janu- 
ary the yerc 6f the reigoe of our Sov r aigne Lord the KyngHenre the vij the tfk 
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An Account of federal Hundred Englj/b, Scotch, Irijb, and Bra- 
bantine Coins, difcwercd at Thrapfone, in the county of Nor- 
thampton. 



T 



IN the month of September, an. tf78, in 
removing the bean ftalksoff apieceWland 
at Sudbury-Green, belonging to Mr. Tib- 
batts, a fervant of his, by accident, found fe- 
veral piecei of filver money, and upon a fur- 
ther fearch, many hundred more were difco- 
vered, Mr. Richard Ford, of Birmingham, 
who wii upon the fpot, purchafed fome of 
each kind, (at he fuppofed) not knowing their 
value as antique coins, defired the author to 
inform him, in what reign they were coined ; 
they were examined, and the following is an 
* exad lift of them, viz. 

Englijh pennies of king Edward I. 

i, Of. Berwick, 

6, Briftol. 

26, Canterbury. 
I, Chefter. 

7, Durham, three of which are of bilhop 
Beak, the others are regal ones. 

4, Robert de Hadeleie. 

a, Lincoln. 

104, London, one of them has a rofe upon 
the king's breaft , one reads Re and another 
JUx. 

1, Newcaftle. 

10, York 1 one of them has a rofe in the 
center of the reverfe, and a fmall one upon the 
king's breaft. 

», Counterfeit, and 

1, Halfpenny of London, of the Dune king. 



Irijb pennies of Jun^Edwardh 

7, Of Dublin. 
3, Waterford, and 

1 Half-penny of the fame king, coined, at 
the lift-mentioned place. 

Pennies of king Edward U. 

3, Of Canterbury. 
1, St. Edmundibury. 

10, London ; one of them has the king's 
name at full length, the others only Edwa. 

Scotch penmes. 

17, Of king Alexander HI. twelve of them 
have the mullet and ftars alternately in the 
quarters, upon the reverfe; the others, have 
only mullets. 

1, Of king John Baliol, whofe coins are very 
fcarce, and 

3, Coins of John Duke of Brabant, which 
•re mfcribed upon the obverfe 1. dvx. 
lim bubcia, and upon the reverfe avx bra- 
ban tib ; thefe pieces are rather lighter than 
the pennies of king Edward I. and are by Mr. 
Snelling fuppofed to be coined by this prince 
upon his purchafing Limburgh ; they are of the 
fame type as No. 6, pi. 1, of Mr. Snell:ng'sView 
of Counterfeit Sterlings ; except one, which 
varies fome little. That gentleman acknow- 
ledges that the coins of this prince, as well as 
many others which he gives in the work 
quoted above, were genuine coins ; they are 



C JM ] 



of the type of Edward I.'t pennies. His Ton 
John, (afterwards John II. Duke of Brabant) 
married Margaret, daughter of that king. 

It is obfervable that the diadem upon thefe 
coins is compofed of three rofes, as are thofe 
upon the money of feveral of the fovereigns 
upon the continent, in the thirteenth and four- 
teenth centuries, fome of them have only two, 
and others only one rofe. Our king John, as 
Duke of Normandy, was crowned with a co- 
ronet of golden rofes ; and the Black Prince, on 
great part of the money both of gold and filver 
which he ftruck, as Duke of Aquitaine, is re- 
prefented with a diadem of three rofes ; we 
never find this crown upon any regal coins. 

Mr. Barker, of Birmingham, purchafed the 
Whole of thefe coins, and agreed to buy the 
remainder of what had been found ; this fe- 
cond parcel were only pennies, the mod cu- 
rious of them had been fele&ed, as there were 
none but of the moft common forts, viz. 

Of king Edward I. 

2, Of Briftol. 
30, Canterbury. 
1, Lincoln. 
55, London. 

5. York. 

King Edward II. 

17, Of Canterbury. 

3, Durham, all of the royal mint. 
24, London. 



Irijb, 9/ fame king. 

s, Of Dublin. 

Scotch. 

1 2, Of king Alexander III. five of them wifli 
mullets and ftars alternately, the others with 
mullets only. The number of thefe two par- 
cels were 360, and for the reafons above 
given, no doubt many more were difcovered ; 
They do not appear to have been depofited in 
any Itfflel, but probably had been buried in 
bags, as they lay in heaps ; they adhered f 
the foil, which was obliged to be broken to get 
the pieces out of it, and when cleaned, moft of 
them were in good, and many in very fine 
prefervation. 

Thefe were evidently buried in the reign 
of king Edward II. probably in the former 
part of it, from the few of that prince's, in 
comparifon to thofe of his father's. As there 
never was any cattle upon the fpot, or in the 
neighbourhood, it is probable they were only 
buried here by way of fafety in fome disturb- 
ance, and were never taken away by the 
owner, from fome circumftance now unknown. 

Sudbury Green, the place where thefe pieces 
were found, is furrounded with wood ; and 
from the many Britilh coins which have been 
found there, it » fuppofed it was an ancient 
encampment of the Britons * this, however, 
can have no connection whatever with the 
coins in queftion. Many of the above parti- 
culars were kindly communicated to the au- 
thor by the Rev. Mr. Hewett, rector of Pil- 
ton, in Northamptonfliirc. 



ERRATA. Page 16, line 1, for any, read many. 

Page 28, line 15, for Angl, read AngU. 
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